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By Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
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of Police re Police foree and drinking in

hotels., (Ordered on motion by Mr.
Loghlen).

RILLS (3)—THIRD READING.

1, Licensing Act Amendment Continu-
anee.

2. GGrain and Foodstuffs.

3, Cottesloe Beach Rates Validation.

Transmitted to the Council

RILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
ACT AMENDMENT.

Report of Commitfee adopted.

SELECT COMMITTEE, WYNDHAM
FREEZING WORKS.,
Extension of Time.

Mr. GEORGE : I propose to move that
the time for bringing up the report be
extended by one fortnight.

The Minister for Lands: I think the
hon. member should make it a week., It
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is doubtful if we will be here in a fort-
night’s time,
Mr. GEORGE: Then I move—
That the time for bringing up the
report be extended by one week.
Question passed.

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE,
MONEY BILLS PROCEDURE.

Ertension of Time.
On motion by Mr. MeDOWALL (for
Mr. Robinson) time for bringing up. the
report was extended by one week.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS,
PRECEDENCE.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
P. Collier—Boulder) [440]: I move—

Thet, in addition to Tuesdays and
Thursdays, Government business take
precedence of all motions and Orders
of the Day on Waeadnesday, 29tk Sep-
tember, and each alternate Wednesday
thereafter,

This motion is following the usual prac-
tice that, as we approach the end of each
session, Government business takes pre-
cedence of private members’ husiness on
Wednesdays in each alternate week. A
glance at the Notice Papers of the past
few days will satisfy anyone that private
memmbers have pretty well exhausied
their desire for the discussion of sub-
jects in which they are particularly in-
terested, and secing that we are nearing
the end of the session, it is desirable that
CGovernment business should take prece-
dence at least onee a fortnight.

Mr. CARPENTER {Fremantle}
[441]: T am sorry the Minister has ap-
parently taken it for granted that there
is no private members’ business on the
Notice Paper worthy of consideration. I
hold the contrary opinion. Anyone look-
ing at the Notiee Paper to-day will see that
there is not a very great deal of Govern-
ment business which apears to be of im-
portanece, But there are some matters
under the heading of private members’
business which ought to be discossed, and
which are really Government business.
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In view of the statement made by the
Minister for Lands just now, that pos-
sibly we may not be here this day fort-
night, the motion, if carried, will mean
that we have to-day, and to-day only, for
the diseussion of private business. I
agree with the practice of ecutting pri-
vate members’ business down towards the
end of an ordinary session; but this is
not an ordinary session. We have re-
cognised all through that the ordinary
business has been suspended, and we have
dealt mostly with non-controversial mat-
ters.  Under these circumstances, con-
sidering that the Government have pur-
posely neglected to introduce many things
which they otherwise would have intro-
dueed, I think it would be well if they
gave private members the balance of
Wednesday sittings until the end of the
session, Tt does not mean much to the
Government to give up one Wednesday,
but it means a good deal to privaie mem-
bers that one Wednesday should be taken
from them, and as we ay not be here
more than two or three Wednesdays, the
Giovernment will be well advised not to
press the motion.

Mr. MALE (Kimberley) [443]: It is
my intention to make a similar protest.
There are many important matters yet
fo be eonsidered, and, as pointed out by
Mz, Carpenter, if the remark made by the
Minister for Lands be correct, this is the
last opportunity private members will
have of diseussing private business in the
House this year. The Acting Premier
declared that there is not mueh work
on lhe Notice Paper; but we bave no
guarantee that there will not be much
work on the Paper. I find notices are to
be given to-day for four new Bills. They
will take a certain amount of time. One
of them—the amendment te the TLand
Act—will take considerable time, and I
think, in faijrness to members, it is only
right that we should have a little more
notice than practically none at all that
privale members’ day is to cease for this
session, for that is what the motion prac-
tically amounts to, The Minister comes
here this afternoon and tells us that pri-
vate members’ day ceases until the end of
the session, which the Minister for Lands
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says will finish in a fortnight. It is un-
reasohable and I shall vote against the
motion.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Perth)
[445]: T think the protest entered by
the hon. member who has just spoken is
quite a reasonable one. Afier all it is
o excuse for the Minister for Mines to
say that there are not many private
members’ molions on the Notice Paper.
1f that is so he can have no objection to
private members’ day going on, because
Glovernment husiness will then continue
in just the same way as if there was no
private members’ day. Private members
are lo be afforded no other epportunity
afler to-day of bringing any matter for-
ward in which they are interested. Ae-
cording to the Minister for Lands the ses-
sion will close in a fortnight and this is
the last day that will be given to private
members.

The Minister for Lands :
might not be here,

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : Private mem-
bers are entitled to bave an opportunity
of bringing forward any matters which
seem to them of vital importance.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS {Hon.
W. D. Johnson—Guildford) [4.46]: This
motion, which is brought in every session
at about this stage of the session, is
brought in as a rule immediately after
the Estimates are presented. A motion
of this deseription is moved with the idea
of finishing the session in order to meet
Lhe convenience of members. So far as
the notices on the Paper to-day are eun-
cerned, they become orders of the day.
If they are sufficiently importanlt it is
always possible to make arrangements by
which any special notice of motion will
receive the attention of the House, If
the hon. member for ;Fremantle (Mr.
Carpenter) thinks that there is any
motion on the Notice Paper for which he
desires special attention this can be ar-
ranged for. If anything happens, he-
tween now and the elose of 1he session,
of some public importance arrangements
can always be made for it to be discussed.
It is the usnal practiece when arriving at
this stage in the session to hring forward

I said we
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a nigtion of this description, and for the
Government to take control of the Notice
Paper and so arrange it that Government
husiness will be continued on each day
unless something important erops up.
Even if an order of the day is of a pri-
vate nature it ean be discussed if its im-
portance deserves it. Failing this, Gov-
ernment business will take precedence.

Mr. THOMSON (Katanning) [4.48]:
I must also oppose the motion. There
may be several notices which are of vital
importance to the particular member
interested.- I take it we shall have to get
special permisgion from the House in
future to bring anything forward, or we
shall have to move the adjournment of
the House to enable us to do so.

The Minister for Lands: The Govern-
ment never refuse to afford an oppor-
tunity for discussing any matter of
importance.

Mr. THOMSON: 1 think at the pre-
sent stage we siuuld ot pads thig motion
and T am going to vote for private mem-
hers’ day to be relained.

Hon, FRANK WILSON (Susscx)
[4.49]. Tt is quite frue it is the unsual
practice for the Government, when they
come within a short distance of finishing
the session, to so arrange the Notice
Paper that Government business shall
take precedence over the business of pri-
vate members. I feel somewhat reluctant
to oppose a motion of this sort knowing
that it is for the Government to control
the business of the House, especially at
this stage.

The Minister for Lands: Practically
‘the only legislation to be introduced is
now on the Notiee Paper.

Mr.” Male: Four new Bills are to be
introduced to-day.

The Minister for Tands: It is practi-
cally all on the Notice Paper now. -

Hon. FRANK WILSON : The Gov-
ernment yet have to bring down the
"Appropriation Bill,

The Minister for Lands: That always
comes at the end of the session. -

Hon. FRANK WILSQON: Tt seems to
me to he full early to bring a motion of
this 'sort forward.
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Hon. J. D. Connolly: The Government
have only just introduced the Estimates.

Hon. FRANK WILSON. 1t is true we
have only just begun to conmsider our
Estimates for the ensning year. "I'hese
will want some consideration before they
are passed. I think the Minister might
well let the matter stand over until next
week,

Mr. Carpenter: Make it the first week

in Oectober.

Hon. FRARK WILSON : We shall
then see how we get on, and f it is peces-
sary in order 'to get through the business
to give up private members’ day. 1If we
wait till then I do not think anyone will
object,

The MINISTER FOR MINES :
(Hon. P. Collier—Boulder—in reply)
[451]: I am rather surprised at the
position which hon. members have
thought fit to take up,

Mr. Aiale: Not more than we are.

The MINISTER FOR MINKS: 1 was
under the impression that I was meeting
the wishes of hon. members by bringing
forward this motion,

Hon. Frank Wilson: I ean well ander-
stand that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There
has never been a day when the House
has been sitting but that one has been
asked by practically every member of
the House why the Government do not
push on with the business and bring the
session to a close. They have asked -us
why we keep them hanging about dis-
cussing various matters when the House
should be closed up. This is the sort of
thing we bave heard constantly of late,
and yet now when we bring forward this
motion, which is designed to enahle the
Government to comply with the wishes
of hon. members, we have opposition
from them and strange to say from some
private members who have not worried
the House with any private business dur-
ing the past two or three months that we
have heen open. This motion was not
brought forward at any earlier stage of
this session than it is wusvally brought
forward in other sessions. We are just
as near to the close of the session this
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year as we have been in former years
when a similar motion has been submit-
ted. I say it is quite reasonable {o ask
that at least onee a fortnight should be
suffieient for private members during the
remainder of the session. The hon, mem-
ber for Fremantle (Mr. Carpenter) is
quite wrong in assuming that T think
that there is no private member’'s busi-
ness of sullicient importanee to eall for
the attenfion of the House. I did oot
say so. I take it that private members’
business now on the Notice Paper will
be cleared off to-day. I think T can safely
say that the House will not be elosed
down by this day fortnight, when the
next private members’ day will come
round. Thus there will be ample oppor-
tunity, judging by private members’
business whieh has been brought forward
in the past, to discuss it all, even to en.
able the reports of the select committees
and other bodies, which the House will
be called upon to disenss, to be hrought
before members. In view of the ex-
pressed desire on the part of all mem-
bers that the session should not be need-
lessly prolonged it is only reasonable
that the Government should ask them to
be content with one day a fortnight for
private business for the remainder of
lhe session,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Then you do not
agree with your colleagne?

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: I am
afraid my colleagne is somewhat opti-
mistie in thinking that we shall close
down on this day fortnight.

The Minister for Lands: Tt is quite
possible. '

The MINISTER ¥OR MINES: 1T
searcely think that we shall do so. That
being the case members will have another
day on which to discuss matters which
they desire to bring forward. T, there-
fore, hope the House will agree to the
motion,

The Attorney General: Possibly they
will have two more days,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes,
it is quite likely they will have iwo more
days on which to diseuss private busi-
ness.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Question put and a division taken with
the following resualt:—

Avyes . .. .. 18
Noes . . o1
Majority for 7
ATEB,
Mr. Chesron Mr. Munsle
Mr. Collier Mr. Nairn
Mr. Foley Mr. Smith
Mr. Jas. Gardiner Mr. B, J. Stubbs
Mr. Griffiths Mr. Thomas
Mr. Heltmann Mr. Underwood
Mr. Johnson Mr. Walker
Mr. McDowall Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Mullany Mr. O'Loghlen
(Toller).
. NOES.
Mr. Carpenter Mr. Lefroy
Mr. Connolly Mr. Plesse
Mr. Cunningham Mr. Thomson
Mr. George Mr. Veryard
Mr. Gilchrist Mr. Male
Mr. Hickmoit ‘Teller).

Motion thus passed.

BILLS (4)—FIRST READING.

. Land Aet Amendment. -

. Control of Trade in War Time Con-
tinnance,

. Roads Closure.

. Postponement of IDebts Continua-
ance.

N =

[ogReL]

MOTION—SINKING FUNDS AND
CURRENT LOANS.
Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington)
[6:1]: I move—

That i 18 undestrable that any oller-
ation or interference with the system
of dealing with the sinking funds
atiached to ourrent loans should be
made.

The reason for bringing this motion
before the House is in consequenceYof
remarks made by the Premier the other
evening in which he put forward what
is & novel scheme for dealing with the
sinking funds of the State. When loans
have been put on the market by this
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State, the advantages in connection
with those loans have been placed be-
fore investors and one of the advan-.
tages that the Government of this
State put forward is that it is advisable
to make arrsngements for the redemp-
tion of the different loans and shat they
should set by each year a certain sinking
fund. This fund is placed in the hands
of trustees whose duty iz to carefully
watch the market and when favourable
opportunities present themselves to pur-
chase stocks of the Government at
below the prices at which that stock
was issued. Our stocks have been
issued at various figures at from £95
to £97. There have been fluctuations
in the market when the stocks have
been quoted lower. I am not able to
say what the price quoted to-day is
but no doubt it is considerably lower
than when the loan was issned, eon-
sequently if the trnstees of the sinking
fund had funds in hand they would, be

than at which the bonds could be re-
deemed. I notice that the amount
given in the Public Accounts, on page
116, shows thai the total! investments
amount to over four millions of money.
So far T have not been able to discover
in the investment of those four mitlions
how much is repreaented by our stoek ;
but I do not think I should be exagger-
ating if I stated that the purchases of
our own stock would probably repre-
sent samething like thres and a half
millions of noney. Anything that would
tond t0 c¢ause unquietness or uneasi-
ness in the investment of our stock is to
be deprecated and this matter should be
jealously guarded by the House. Al
though we may not be able just now to
float loans, we certainly require more
monegy, but we e¢annot float loans on
the London market ; still the people
who fix up our loans, the under-
writers and their clients keep a close
wateh on the financial position of each
State and I am satisfied that anything
which comes forward from the Treasurer
of the BState indicating that he has
even thought of an onslaught on the
sinking funds which have been set aside
for the purpose of doing the best possible
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thing in purchasing our stocks, would be
regarded as an item of weakness and on
which great suspicion would fall. The
words of the Premier are not likely to
reassure anyone who heard them or
who will have the report of this debate
put before them, For example the
Premier stated—

This money, I think, could be used
to greater advantage, by being re-
turned to the State for urgent financial
works, and by giving the sinking fund
trustees Treasury bills or inscribed
stock maturing before the date that
the sinking fund will be required to
redeem the stock for which it was
croated.

I very much question if there is any
warrant or precedent for the Treasuber
of the State endeavouring to get hold
of the savings of the people—for that is
what they are, and they are set apart
with & particular object—and to use
them for urgent works at the present
time. Tt scome wery much like an ill-
matured idea on the part of the Premier
and not calculated to enhance the
financial status of Western Australia on
the London market, Again the Premier
stated—

I intend approaching the sinking
fund frustees and requesting them to
make available this sum for State
requirements in the manner men-
tioned.

He does not make any bones about it.
He states straight out that the trustees
have money and if he got it he would
use it for the financial requirements of
the State, ignoring the fact that he is
taking the money from the taxpayers
of the State which has been set apart
for & specific object and that advantage
should be taken of any circumstances
that come along to enable one hundred
pound bonds of the State to be pur-
chased for less money, rendering it pos.
sible at the time the loans mature for &
considerably less ecapital to be found
by the people of the State. Again the
Promier stated, and there is no mistake
as to his meaning—

As I say, 1 intend approaching
the sinking fund trustees with a request
that they make available this sum for
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State requirements in the manner
mentioned, namely, by issuing Trea-
gury bills or inseribed stock for the
emounts stated.

In other words he proposes to take from
these gontlemen the funds that are to
be used for the reduction of the debt
and he intends to increase the debt by
issuing inseribed stock or Treasury hills.
That seems to me to be financially im-
moral, I can use no other words. The
hon. member for Irwin interjected,
“ For the sinking fund you are going
to give them {resh bonds™ and the
Promier replied ' Yes, and that will
make that amount available as & new
loan rste.” In other words, instead
of bringing in an ordinary loan Bill
and making loan appropriation, the
Premier will be in the position of ob-
taining loans from the trustees to meet
the urgent requirements of the State,
Again the Premier said that instead of
these gentlemen using the money for
purchasing existing stock he would ask
them to use the money for taking up
new bonds, that is that the trustees are
to use the money to take new bonds,
thus creating a fresh liability. At the
time I interjected that that would be a
deliberate breach of faith with the bond
holders and I hold that view new.

Mr. SPEAKER : Order! I am afraid I
shall have to c¢all the hon. member to
order as the whole subject is directly
contrary to Standing Order 123. T hawve
beenn endeavouring to allow the hon.
member to procead without this re-
etriction, but I am afraid I must apply
the Standing Order. It says—

No member shall allude to any de-
bate of the same Session, upon a
Question or Bill not being then under
discussion, excopt by the indulgence
of the House for pemonal explanation.
Hon. Frank Wilson : The hon. member

can argue the question without referring
to the previous debate.

Mr. GEORGE : But it is necessary to
refer to the reasons.

Mr, SPEAKER : I am afraid I cannot
allow the hon. member to do that, but
there is no reason why the hon. member
cannot argue the principle.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. GEORGE: I have no more
quotations to make, but following on
whaet I have already said it is undesir-
able that any alteration should be
made in our present systemn. I have
endeavoured to show to the House that
in the issues of these loans a sinking
fund is provided and that is held
out a8 one of the inducements to
investors, giving them as it were an
additional security that the money they
have loaned will be redeemed probably
befora the expiration of the period for
which the money was loaned. What.
ever tnay be the view of the Treasurer
as to future loans that may be brought
before the House and probably adopted,
any interference with what has gone
before and which bears the sign manual
of the State is undesirable. I bring this
matter forward so that members can
express an opinion in regard to it. I may
state I believe that the hon. member for
Irwin will agree with me that it is a very
unsafe thing indeed to attempt in the
slightest degree to depreciate the security
whiech has been given to anyone from
whom we have Dborrowed money. If
& man is dealing with a bank, he must be
open and frank,and if it comes to the
ears of the manager of the bank that
the client is not acting up to his agree-
ments then difficulties arise. If our
securities are depreciated and there is
any alteration in the statements which
are placed before the investing public,
naturally reaction will take place. With
the bond holders the only reaetion which
ean take place is that they may take
fright. They may state, ' Here is the
Government proposing to alter the eon-
ditions on which we have lent the money;
we do not know how far they intend to
go.” Therefore the bond holders may
take fright in regard to the matter and
even if they do not throw their bonds on
the market, one thing is very certain,
that when the next loan is placed on
the market any proposal from the Govern-
ment of Western Australia will be viewed
with very grave concern, not only by
the clients themselves, but by those
who do the investing for them. It is
well known these bonds are teken up
by underwriters and they have for years
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lookéd upon the Western Australian
spourities, and the sinking fund attached,
as something like gilt-edged securities.
Woestern Australian securities have been
taken up on absolately better terms
than stotcks issued by neighbouring
Btatos. I feel very jealous that any
attempt should be even hinted at to
interfere with arrangements which have
been made. I therefore place this motion
bofors the House hoping that hon.
members will see it in the same light
as I do. Probably other hon. members
who know more about the subject than
I do will further enlighten us and assist
me in intimating to the Treasurer that
it is unwise to monkey with the security of
this State’s investments. One of the
trustees of the Sinking Fund, I under-
stand, is the Agent General, and the
other I believe is a banker in London.
If that is the case, whatever the Govern-
ment may be able to do so far as the
Agent General is concerned, it will
be difficult for them to persusde u London
banker that action such as has been
indicated should be taken.

The Minisier for Lands: Are you
insinuating that the Agent General may
be influenced 7

Mr. GEORGE : T am not insinuating
anything.

The Minister for Lands: Why do
you discriminate between the two ?

Mr. GEORGE: I only said that I
was quite certain so far as the London
banker was concorned that he would
have to be satisfied of the gravity of
the question before he would consent
to a proposal of the kind indicated.
I have not made any insinuation in re-
gard to the Agent General.

The Minister for Lands:
discriminating.

Mr. GEQRGE : The Minister himself
is very good at making insinuations
but he need not interrupt me ; he will
have an opportunity of replying. The
Agent General is in a position in which
he ean be communicated with by the
Government of the State.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
amenable. :

Mr. GEORGE : Exactly ; he is more
amenable in this way, that the Govern-

You are

He is more
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ment would probably put arguments
before him which they would shrink
from putting before a London banker.
The Agent General would receive the
views of the Government in a wider
sense than would probably be the case
in connection with the other trustce of
the Sinking Fund, and the Agent General
would look at the position from the
knowledge that he possesses of Western
Australia rather than from the banker’s
point of wview, which would be that
of pounds, shillings and pence.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
W. D. Johnson—-Guildford): I move—

That the debole be adjourned.

May I be permitted to state that when
I am replying to the Budget debate I
propose to deal with this matter in the
absence of the Treasurer, and if it is
then considered that the rotion should
be further discussed, the Government
will give the House an opportunity of
doing so. We want to avoid a double
Anhato

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex): I
do not want to object to the adjourn-
ment provided the Minister will give the
undertaking that an opportunity will
be afforded the House to discuss this
motion later on,

The Minister for Lands;: After the
Budget debate, if it is considered neces-
sary.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Who will
consider it necessary ! We consider it
is necessary that there should be a
debate. I give my assurance to the
Minister now that I consider that we
should conclude the debate.

The Minister for Lands: I am quite
prepared to have it discussed.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: That is a
promise.

The Minister for Lands: Yes.

Mr. O’'Loghlen: The only promise he
hag ever made. :

Moation put and passed.

PAPERS—POLICE FORCE AND
DRINKING IN HOTELS.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN (Forrest) [56-20]:

The motion standing in my name reads—

* That all papers dealing with General

Order re drunkenness <n the Police
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Force, and 1issued in August, 1912,
be laid wpon the Table of the House.”
At the suggestion of the Honorary
Minister, I desire to amend the motion

gso that it will read—

“Phat all papers dealing with n-
structions by the Commissioner of Police
respecting the members of the police
force in the metropolitan area in con-
nection with drinking <n hotels while
in uniform, be laid on the table of the
Houge.”

Motion by leave of the House arnended.

~Hon. Frank Wilson: Will you not
make some explanation as to why you
want thess papers?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : Is it necessary?
Hon. Frank Wilson: I should think
BO. :

Mr. ’LOGHLEN : I had occasion a
few days ago to raise the question in this
House regerding e certain member of
the police force. On that occasion 1
was dofeated by a vote of the House
and the object I had in view, namely,
the appointment of a Select Committee,
was not carried into effect. During the
discussion I pointed out that the par-
ticular individua! for whom I was plead-
ing had been penalised on many occa-
gions. 1 do not want the papers with
the object of finding out whether the
action he took on that particular oceasion
in connection with 54 other constables
in the metropolitan area was one of the
reasons why the Commissioner penalised
him.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Was that the
only reason why he was dismissed or
retired 7

Mr. OLOGHLEN: He was not re-
tired. This was one reason why the
Commissioner was penalising this par-
ticular officer.

Mr. Heitmann: Thj Commissioner
wag unfavourably inclined towards him.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: 1 take it if an
hon. member desires to move for papers,
with the objeet of gaining further informa-
tion in regard to any matter he is quite
justified in doing so. I did not intend
to debate this motion because I did not
think it was necessary to do so.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What was the
instruction of the Comumissioner of Police?
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Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The instruction
was that certain police, in the metro-
politan district were drinking in hotels
in uniform and their action became a
positive scandal.

Hon. Frank Wilson : That was a state-
ment.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: An instruction
was issued by the Commissioner to the
police in the metropolitan area

Hon. Frank Wilson: Do yon object
to that ?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I object to it
beeause the Commissioner should have
dealt with the guilty ones rather than
cast a reflection on all. My object is
simply to get the file so that I may have
occasion to follow it up at a later stage
if a reflection has been made against
the sober members of the force. The
instrustion was resented to the extent
that 54 members of the police fores signed
& protest against it and T want to find
out whether the instruction was justified
or not. Personally I do not think it
was, but I want to get full particulars
before I place the blame on the Com-
missioner.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSBTON (Williams-
Narrogin) [3-25]: 1 second the motion.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary
Minister) [5-26): Following the usunal
course adopted by this CGovernment I
shall be only too pleased to give all
the information I can to the hon. member.
I desired the hon. member to amend his
motion, because as it was it would have
created 8 falsc impression. If it had
gono out that the order was in regard
to drunkenness in the police force that
would have been wrong. There is no
general drunkenness in the police fores,
but the instruction issued was to prevent
the police while in uniform going into
hotels.

Hon. J. D. Connolly : Was not that
regulation already in existence ?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary
Minister) : The administration of it
became somewhat lax. The papers will
explain the position from the Commis-
gioner’s point of view, and I think those
who are interested in the case should
have the information which is on the
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file, and I have much pleasure in agresing
to the motion.

Hon. FRANK WILSON ({Sussex)
[6-28]: I am amezed at the com-
placency of the Government in regard
to this motion. I have bitter recollec-
_ tions of asking for papers and information
on many occasions in this House and
being refused, and refused, too, rather
brusguely. Here we have & motion
put forward without any justification
so far as 1 can gather from the hon.
member's remarks, if he will forgive
me for saying so, and the Minister gets
up and says, ** We will follow the usual
practice of giving all papers and all
information hon. members require.”
The conversion of the Government even
&t the eleventh hour is very refreshing.
I suspect there is some motive in con-
nection with this matter when the
Honorary Minister rises and agrees to
give the Commissioner’s confidential file
to the public. I would like to know
what he is up to. We gather from the
remarks of the member for LIorrest
that he is dissatisfied with the action of
this House on & previous occasion when
his motion for a Select Committes was
defeated,

Mr. (FLoghlen:
repeat it.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Therefore
he takes this means of getting round
it. He will obtain the papere and then
franie some other motion.

Mr. Mansie: Have you always let a
subject drop aiter you have been de-
feated !

Hon. FRANK WILSON : Not
always. The hon. member is taking
this action for the one special pur-
pose of vindicating an officer’s troubles
and the Minister is conniving at it.
I have a strong objection to these
papers being placed on the Table of
the House. I think it will estab-
lish & bad precedent which I shall
be sorry to follow when I once more
assume the administration of the affairs
of the State. The Commissioner has
issued a general instruction because he
has had complaints that members of
the police force in uniform have been
in the habit of entering public houses

I do not want to
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to indulge in drinking and the instruction
ia, that it is not to oceur again in the
future. Is not that a right thing to
do ?

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : Absolutely.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Will any.
one take exception to that ¥  Why
should the papers be placed on the
Table ?

Mr. O’Loghlen : Why object to it if it
i5 the right thing ?

Hon. FRANK WILSON : Why should
the Minister agree to have these in-
structions, which, I take it, are being
iesued from time to time, placed on the
Taeble on the flimsy pretext that the
hon. member has put forth, that he
did not receive & just decision by the
House on a previous oceasion ?

The Attorney General : If we refused,
you would say there were more secrets,

Hon. FRANK WILSON : No, I would
not.

Hon. ®. H. Underwoud {(liouoiary
Minister): A policy of hush.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : I think the
hon. member should give soms better
justification than that this House de-
clined to grant him a select ¢ommittee.

Mr. O’Loghlon: You will recognise
my limitations, I hope.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I would
suggest that he go to the Minister and
peruse the file if he wishes t0 see what
the instruction was. Probably he could
get it from one of the officers to whom it
was sent,

Mr. Heitmann: It is very graceful
of you to suggest that much,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: If I had
been in charge of the department, the
hon. member could have come to me
and seen the instruction. Perhaps the
doors are closed to him as they have been
to me.

The Attorney General: That is un-
just and not right. They have not been
closed to you.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : They have,
I am safraid to walk up the Treasury
steps because it is immediately reported
to the Premier that I have been seen
in the office.
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Mr. Bolton : But you are a suspicious
character.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: That is
what I take exception to. If I wish to
go to the Lands Office, I have to go
around to Cathedral-avenue so as not
to be seen approaching by the front
entrance. 1 am sorry the hon. mem-
ber has evidently been treated in the
same way. No case has been made out
for the production of these papers. I
do not think the hon. member ought to
find fault with the decision of this
House. If his object is to get behind
that decision, members ought to rofuse
to agree to this motion. Again, I would
point out that, when motions have been
moved on dozens of occasions by mem-
bers on this side of the House, seeking
papera on much better grounds than
have been adduced to-day, they have
been refused.

Hon. R. H., Underwood (Honorary
Ministar) : When were you refused ?

Mr, George: What about the powel-
lising papers ?

Hon, FRANK WILSON: We woere
refused last session on several occasions,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN (Forrest—In re-
ply} [5-34]: I regret if there was any
ambiguity about my remarks or if I
failed in my effert to justify the adop-
tion of this motion. When I discussed
the matter the other evening, perhaps
rather too lengthily, I spoke of the
individual whose ease I was fighting.
I referred to wvarious incidents in his
career and this general order to which
I took exception I knew was in exist-
ence. It was issned by the Commia-
sioner of Police and approved by the
Minister.

Hon. Frank Wilson: A very praper
order.}

My, OLOGHLEN : It might be a very
proper order in my opinion after I have
perused the papers, but I have not yet
seen the papers, and I am not able,
therefore, to judge of the order or its
effect.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You have the
entree to the office.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN : I do not weant to
go to the office of the Cornmissioner of
Police if on a formal motion like this
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to which the Minister does not object
I can secure the information desired.
I do not see why the leador of the
Opposition should object to the motion.

Hon. Frank Wilson : I have a perfect
right to,

Mr. O’LOGCHLEN : The leader of the
Opposition thinks he has been badly
treated, I challenge him to mention an
instance this session when he called for
papers and was refused.

Members : What about last session ?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : I challenge him
to mention two instances last session
when he was refused.

Hon. Frank Wilson : I could mention
more,

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: It is not right
that the leader of the Opposition should
be refused information if he asgks for
papers.

Hon. Frank Wilson : You never backed,
me up. You voted against me.

Mr. OLOGHLEN : I have no recol-
loction of it.

The Attorney General: Neither has
anyone else.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN : If any hon. mem-
ber asks for information or papers on &
motion which is treated as formal and
it is to lead to a discussion of two or
three hours, I do not blame Ministers
for objecting, but when any member
tables a motion for papers and it is
troated as formal, it ill becomes the
leader of the Opposition to protest.
However, 1 am indificrent about it.

Hon. Frank Wilson : Then why did
you move it ?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : I thought the
popers would give me the information
I am seeking. If it is thought that my
proposition is an improper one, I will
bow tg the will of the House. 1T am
prepared to let it go to & vote of the
House and if the hon. member is game
to divide, we shall then see the result.
I have not been treated differently from
other members. If any member seeks in-
formation on a matter of this kind by
moving for the production of papers, he
will receive my support.

Queation put and passed.

Hon R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) laid the papers on the Table. .
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MOTION—DISSENT FROM CHAIR-
MAN’S RULING.
Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington)
[6-36]: I move—

That the decision of the Chairman
of Commitices (Mr. McDowall) on
Tuesday, the I4th September, in refer-
ence to the pownt of order roised by the
member for Murray-Wellington, was
condrary to the Standing Orders, and
not likely to conduce to the proper con-
duct of the business of this Chamber,

It is with some amount of regret that 1
have to ask the House to consider this
question, because I think I have in-
variably bowed to the ruling of the Chair,
not only when occupied by yourself, Mr.
Speaker, but when occupied hy the
Chairman of Committees. But the cir-
cwnstances in which this motion has
arisen are of a nature which the House
should take into consideration, not so
far as personalities are concerned, but
fromn the point of view of the privileges
of the Huuse. Thw Ordors
provide that, if & member rises to &
point of order, the member who has
been addressing the House shall im.
modiatoly resume his sent pending the
discussion of the point of order. In the
present case, & point of order was raised
and, instead of the member who was
addressing the House reswmning his
seat, he became asomewhat objection-
able to the member who rose to the
point of order. The point of order in-
volved was whether a member address-
ing the House was entitled to use
objactionable or offensive language
to any other member of the House.
It was then raised by the mem-
ber to whom the objectionable words
had been used on a point of order to
the Chairmen, and the Chairman de-
cided that there was nothing in the
point of order. In fact, the Chairman
ordered the hon. member to resume his
seat and afterwards stated that there
was no point of order. A good deal
of interjecting was going on at the time,
end it is possible the Chairman might
have been a little flurried in dealing with
the matter. I think the hon. member
had not uttered more than another
twenty words when the member rose
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to make an appeal to the Speaker, and
he was then told that the objection
should have been raised at the time
and that he had no redress. I think
the House will say that, when a poing
of order is raised, it should not be dealt
with so summarily as that. There ¢an
be no question that the point of order
was raised, because attention was direct-
ed to the abusive and offensive lan.
guage, and the rules of the House pro-
vide that no member shall use such
language towards another member, and
they provide also for the words to
be taken down, and, i necessary,
roported to yourself and the mem-
ber dealt with if he declines to
withdraw, This is the case I place
before the House, It is with consider-
able regret that I find it necessary to
move this motion, but, unless such
matters are earefully guarded, the privi-
leges of the House will be trenched upon
in a way which might hardly be con-
ducive to the proper conduct of the
business of vhe Housw. It is yuibe
possible that the interjections at the
time flurried the Chairmnan, and that,
for the moment perhaps he was not
fully seized of the far-reaching effect
of his action, I have brought the
motion forward so that the matter may
be clearly understood, and so that we
shall have a guide for the future.

Mr. McDOWALL (Coolgardie) [5- 417 :
I must certainly compliment the hon.
member on the very temperate manner
in which he moved his motion, but I think
it would have been very much better if
he had never brought it forward. ‘The
hon. member has told us that the Stand-
ing Orders moust be upheld. He read a
portion of Standing Order 140, and then
pointed out that the Premier, who was
the member speaking at the time, shonld
have resumed his seat while the point of
order was decided. Wao are all perfectly
well aware of that. There can be no
argument on that question, and mem-
bers usually take their seats when a point
of order is raised. But, supposing the
member addressing the House does not
actusally do so at the moment, it is cus-
somary for the member raising the point
of order to mention the ma ter to the
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Speaker or the Chairman, and ask his
intervention for that member to take
his seat. I am sorry to say that the
member for Murray-Wellington, who iz a
stickler for the Standing Orders, and who
says this thing, that thing and the other
which do not c¢onduce to the orderly
conduct of the business of the Chamber,
should be the very first to forget the
Standing Orders. Let him look at
Standing Order 140, which begins :
Upon a question of order being
raised, the member called to order
shall resume his seat.
I have searched this Standing Order in
vain to find that, if the member address-
ing the House had uttered only 18 or
19 words, it was competent for another
member to take charge of the Chamber
and exclaim—* Sit down, sir! When I
rise to & point of order, you should take
your seat.” “I"! Not, ““When any
person rises ' ; but, ** When I rise.”
The hon. member has to & certain ex-
tent disarmed me by his meekness. I
cortainly did not expect that quality
from him, I feel very much inclined
to debate the matter seriously, not-
withstanding what the hon. member
has said. THe does me the credit of
saying that it is possible I was flustered.
It was certainly an occasion on which
one might be flustered. After carefully
and calmly reviewing the whole of the
cireumstances, however, I must con.
fess that under the same econditions
I should have to do again exactly as I
did on that occasion. I was not fus-
tered to any material extent, and for-
tunately the possession of a little com-
mon sense snabled me to grasp, I hope,
a thing fairly quickly. 1 consider that
in the circumstances there was no
alternative 6 my action. I wish te
state that I did not order the member
for Murray-Wellington to sit down be-
esuse ho rose to 8 point of order. I
ordered the member for Murray-Wel-
lington to be seated becaues he was dis-
orderly in raising that point of order.
The hon. member assumed the functions
of the Chair. He attempted to take
the cormrmand of the Chamber out of
my hands—certainly not a proper thing
to do. It meant that the Chamber had
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to he commanded either by myself, or
by the member for Murray-Wellington ;
and in my opinion the latter was un-
thinkable. The hon. member is credited
with having said—
Our Standing Orders fully uphold my
view, and his Honour the Speaker is
of the same opinion.

Considering that you, Sir, were not pre-
sent, I think you will admit that it
would be very awkward for you to ex-
press such an opinion. I do not know
whether you did express that opinion or
not ; bus, if you did express it in private,
I certainly think the member for Murray-
Woellington is very illadvised to make
use of your confidence. It seems to me
an entirely improper proceeding. I
would not on any consideration betray
to the public Press anything that you
might have said to me in connection
with this matter, In my opinion, hon,
members should in the corridors and
elsewhere be able to speak to each other
without feeling that there will be the
slightest risk of breach of confidence in
any way whatsoever. The member for
Murray-Wellington is further credited
with having said—

I have no desire to make & fuss over
this matter, but the Standing Orders
must be respected.

I am in thorough accord with the hon.
member there. I certainly believe that
the Standing Orders must be respected.
But why did not the hon. member re-
spect the Standing Orders ! Then this
trouble would not have occurrod. Nearly
the whole of the trouble in Pacliament
is caused by interjections, and when the
interjections are against the Standing
Orders the effect must be doubly bad.
Now, according to the Standing Orders
of which the member for Murray-
Wellington has such perfect knowledge
—and he must therofore be aware of
this—one of the very worst forms of
interjections 8 misrepresentation, the
imputation of improper motives, and
matters of that nature. What led te
the present trouble was the imputation of
motives against the Premier. The
member for Murray-Wellington imputed
that the Premier was decing a certian
thing. I noted the interjection at the
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time ; but I wish to point out, further,
that it is customary to listen to the
Budget speech almost in silence.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You were not
accustomed to listen t0 mine in silence.

Mr. McDOWALL : Let the leader of
the Opposition search Hensard for a
few years back, and he will find that ho
had a really good time so far as inter-
jections were concerned.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I had a good
time ? .

Mr. McDOWALL: When delivering
the Budget speech. I am referring only
to the delivery of the Budget speech.
The leader of the Opposition did have
a fow interjections last night—

Hon. Frank Wilson : A few ?

Mr. McCDOWALL: But it was not
during the delivery of & Budget_speech.
It was during the discussion on the
Estimates—an entirely different thing,
During the Budget speach of 1913 thore
were only two interjections by tho
member for Hoannene (Mr. Momsia) and
two by the then momber for Canning,
AMr. Lowis., In 1914, there was only one
interjection, by the leader of the Opposi-
tion, Tt will be seen that the custom is
to refrain from interjecting during the
Budget speech.

Hon. Frank Wilson : But what inter-
jeetions were there in 1911, 1910, and
i909? You have not gone back far
encugh. )

Mr. McDOWALL : I have gone back
only to 1913, though I have in my pocket
a few notes which would take me back
slightly further.  However, let us re-
for to tho last Budget speech.  There
hud been twenty interjections up to the
time of the disturbance. Of those
interjections seven were made by the
member for Murray-Wellington, five
by the member for Northam (Hon. J.
Mitchell), five by the member for Irwin
(Mr. Jas. Gardiner), one by the member
for Williams-Narrogin (Mr. E. B. John-
ston), and one by the leador of the
Country party (Mr. Willmoit}, and one
by the Minister for Works.

Mr. George : They were all relevant to
the subject.

Mr. McDOWALL : Exactly. I just
desire to call $he attention of the member
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for Murray-Wellington tio the few inter
jections which he made, principally in
regard to the sinking fund. If the hon.
member can show me that those inter-
jections were helpful to the debate, that
they were mado for the purpose of
eliciting information, then 1 shall say
that he had some reason for interjecting.

Mr. SPEAKER : Order! What the
hon. member may have said during the
debate has no application to the question
under discussion, exc¢ept such portion
as gave cause for the present motion. T
hope the member for Coclgardie (Mr.
McDowall) will not discuss any other
part of the debate.

Mr. McDOWALL: I maintain, Sir,
that practically every interjection has
to do with this particular question,
All the interjections led up to this
question, and thers were two or thres
nasty interjections, the last of which
compelled the Premier to retort. 1 shall
not take up many seconds in referring
ta this nhass of the matter.

Mr. George : That opens up the debate
to me when replying.

Mr, McDOWALL : The motion is one
of censure on me, to all intents and pur-

poses. Surely I should have some
latitude.
Mr, SPEARKER: Ordert 1 do not

think that any interjection made prior
to the raising of the point of order by
the member for Murray-Wellington has
any bearing on the subject matter of this
discussion, because the Chairmon did not
take exception to any interjection. The
trouble did not ariso out of a number
of interjections, but out of one inter-
joction by the member for Murray-
Wellington, and that interjection was
not taken exception to by the Chairman.
The matter passed off, and nothing fur-
ther happened until the member for
Murray-Wellington rose to a point of
order. His rising to the point of order
has occasioned the present discussion.
1In my opinion this discussion should be
confined to three points—firstly, the
Premier's remark, which the member for
Murray-Wellington deemed disorderly ;
secondly, the rising of the member for
Murray-Wellington to a point of order ;
thirdly, the Chairman’s refusal to con-
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sider the point of order. All the eirpum-
stances in those three connections can
be discussed. It would not be wise for
me to nllow reforence to any interjections
during the course of the debate referred
t0, because those interjections have no
relgvancy to this matter.

Mr. MeDOWALL: You surely do not
decide, Mr. Speaker, that the intor-
jection immediately precoding the point
of order has nothing to do with this
question :  If so, L may just as well sit
down,

Mr., SPEAKER : Can the member for
Coolgardie (Mr. McDowall) indicate to
me the interjections to which he desires
to refer ?

Mr., McDOWALL: An interjection
made by the member for Murray-
Wollington caused tho retort of the
Premier, and consequently caused tho
member for Mufray-Wellington to rise
to & point of order. I I may not men-
tion that interjection, my speech will
be like fhe play of Hamlet without the
melancholy Dane. That interjection,
it must be understood, was the whole
cause of the disturbance. Had that
interjection not been made, there would
have heen no disturbance whatever.

Mr. SPEAKER : I admit that that
interjection would have some relation to
the circumstances of the matter which
subsequently arose. The member for
Murray-Wellington interjected—

It would be a deliberate breach of
faith with tho bond.holders,

Thereupon the Premier said—

That is absolutely incorrect, and
the hon. member ought to be ashamed
of himself.

The interjection would have mueh to do
with the cireumstances whieh gave rise to
a point of order laken by the member
for Murray-Wellington. 1 do not; how-
ever, wish members to diseuss other in-
terpections in that debate.

Mr. McDOWALL : There is another
interjection on the same subjcct, but
I do not wish to transgress in any way
whatever. At the same time, I cer-
tainly think 1 have a right to put the
case fairly and squarely before the House.
In point of fact, as I have already
stated, the tone of the member for
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Murray-Wollington this afternoon has
caused me to change the tono of my
speech entirely. Had his speech been
different, my speech would have been
ontirely different also, if youn, Sir, had
allowed me to proeceed. Let us consider
this matter calmly and dispassionately,
and ¢come to the causc of the disturbance,
the interjection of the member for
Murreay-Wellington-—

It would be a doeliberate Lreach of

faith acith the bond-holders.

That is ecortainly an unparliamentary
exprossion. It is certainly a statement
that we would ask to ho withdrawn—a
statoment made while the Premier is
delivering the Budget spesch to the
members of this House, and through
this House to the country, and to the
bond-holders in England. A statement
that & deliberate breach of faith with
the bond holders is contemplated by
the Premier is certainly a highly dis-
orderly statemont. It is oxtremely
offensive to accuse the Premier of con-
templating a breach of faith with the
bondholders.

Mr. GEORGE: On a point of order.
Standing QOrder 131 provides that no
member shall use offensive or unbecoming
words to any other member of the House.
I contond Lhat my interjection does not
come within the meaning of that Standing
Order.

Mr. SPEANIER:

The hon. member

esnnot raise that point at this stage,

because the interjection has not beun
made just now.

Mr. McDOWALL : That was the inter-
jection used by the hon. member. The
Premier very modestly replied * That
is absolutely incorrect, and the hon.
member ought to bo ashamed of himself
for making such a statement publicly.”
I want particularly to draw sttention to
the fact that the Fremier's reply was
qualified. Were I to jump up and,
without snything going before or coming
after, say to an hon. member savagely,
* You ought to be ashamed of yourself,”
it might be deemed to be offensive.
But, considering the interjection by the
hon. member immedistely preceding the
Premier’s retort, and that the Premier’s
retort wus qualified to the extent that
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he only ssid the hon. member ought to
be ashamed of himself for making such
a statement publicly, namely, that the
Premier contemplated a breach of faith
with the bondholders——

Mr. George: I never made such a
statement.

Mr. McDOWALL: Read Hansard.
There it is absolutely to the word. 1t
would be a deliberaste breach of faith
with the hondholders.”

Mr. George : That is quite correct.

Mr. McDOWALL: And in roply the
Premier told the hon. member that for
making such & statement publicly he
ought to be ashamed of himself. That is
really rny point, namely, that the nature
of the interjoction and the qualification
of the retort rendered the point of order
absolutely frivolous. There was nothing
in it, and I decided that way. I directed
the hon. member to resume his seat
before I came to the point of order,
because he was disorderly, under Standing
Order 136, i interrupting 4 mmenos
while speaking, and again in ordering the
Premier to be seated. That sort of
thing could not possibly be toleratod.
If it wore to be tolerated there would be
nothing to prevent any hon. mombar
from rising to his feet, exclaiming “ On
a point of order!” and Dbidding the
momber who was speaking to ** Bit down,
Sir.”” Why, the place would be like
Bedlam ! Therefors, I claim that under
the provocation I was perfectly right,
that indeed T had no other course then
to tell the hon. member to reswme his
seat, for having told another hon. mem-
ber to sit down. He had no right to
take that function on himself.

Mr. George: Do you assert you did
it for that reason ?

Mr. McDOWALL: Absolutely. The
point of order was decided afterwards.
I said there was nothing in the point of
ordor, anyhow. When the point of
order came up there was & certain amount
of heat displayed, bui at the same time
I could see instantly that with the
interjection and the retort, with its
qualification, the hon. member could
scorcely claim that his was a legitinate
point of order. It seemned to me entirely
frivolous, and when we read Hansard and
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see the interjection of the hon. member
and the qualified retort of the Premiecr
wo feal that if it i5 not all perfectly clear
we ought to get someone to [rame a new
dictionary of baby words. ¥rom Han-
sard of a year or two ago I could read
some splendid things the hon. member
uttered in connection with the Nalgoorlie
seat, lovely expressions, well calculated
to preserve order. But as you, Sir, have
ruled that T must keep to the point, and
as the hon. member has agreed not to
make any undue fuss about it, I do not
desire to make any fuss oither. But 1
must say that, if placed in the same
position again, and the same circum-
stancos arose, I would do exactly as I
did then. T make this statement because
I do not desire to get out of this on a
side issue by saying that I made a
mistake, because I do not think 1 did.
Therefors, I had much rather that the
House went against me and passed a
vote of censure than that L should say
what ¥ wonld knaw to be untrue. I
believe I did the right and proper thing
under the circumstances. I therefore
trust thet the Flouse will not carry the
motion.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington—
in reply) [6-G] : There is one point about
which I think possibly some explanation
should be given. The newspaper item
was not supplied as it appeared in the
Press, namely, as the result of an inter-
view. I had no interview with any
pressman on fthe subject. What hap-
poned was this : There came down from
the Press gallery a memo. esking me if
I could give them any information as to
whet had led up to the motion. I do
not remember stating that I had referred
the matter to you, Sir, and that you
agreed with me. If 1 did so I am sorry,
for it was injudicions. Whon the note
came down from the Press gallery, I had
no idea that my reply was intended for
publication, and there was no one more
surprised than myself at reading it in
the paper next morning,  As for the
member for Coolgardie (Mr. M¢Dowall) I
hope he will not interpret my action as
one of unfriendliness to him. 1 cannot
traverse what the hon. member has said,
but 1 have not the slightest doubt that
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if T were to take Hansard of yvears back,
I would be able to find & number of
foreeful interjections by the hon. mem-
ber. However, that does not touch the
point of order, and I am not taking up
the attitude of one pot calling another
kottle black. The point of order was
that I rose to draw the attention of tho
Chairman to a statement made by the
Premier, which was personally offensive,
very undignified on his part, and abso-
lutely uncalled for. The Standing
Order says that no member shall use
offensive words to ancther.  That is
what I rose upon. The Standing Orders
doal very clearly with questions of this
sort, and when I rose to a point of order
the Premier did not sit down. I admit
at once, and if necessary, will apologise
to the Chairman on this score, that X
directed the Premier to sil down. What I
ought to have said was that it was cus-
tomary for him to sit down in such eir-
cumstances, But I maintain that it was
the duty of the Chairman to request the
member speaking to resume his seat on
another member rising to & point of
order. Of course, things were 8 little
heated, and that is how the incident
came about.

Mr. E. B. Johnston : These recrimin-

ations are a waste of money.
- Mr. GEORGE: I am not indulging
in recrimination at all. If I were put
on my trial T would stand for my life
before eny jury of impartial men on
the interjection I made being relevant
to the debate. Tt was one that any
hon, member, thinking deeply on the
subject of the debate, would be entitled
to make. As for it being a warrant for
tho Premier to forget the respect due to
the Chair and to members, it was no
warrant at all, and no amount of specious
argument could make it s0.

Mr. McDowall : Read Standing Order
132,

Mr. GEORGE : The question is, has
a raember the right to appeal for the
protection of the Chair ! The Standing
Order says he has. I appealed to the
Chair on the score of offensive language
that had Dbeen used. Even supposing
that in doing wo, and in the heat T
naturally felt at being told I ought to be

{ASSEMBLY ]

ashamed of myself—a thing I taks from
no man—TI did transgress the rules of the
House, it did not rob me of the protec-
tion the Standing Orders give, namely,
that the Chairman should take that
notice which you, yourself, Sir, are
bound to take under the Standing Ordor.
When a mermnber is reported for having
used offonsive language, it is provided
that the Houso shall deal with him,
and if the hon. member declines to
withdraw, it is for the Speaker or the
Chairman to see that the privileges of
the House are maintained.  Howover,
I have ne particular feeling on the
matter now, although I admit T had at
the time. I am not now angry about
it, and with the permission of the Honse,
T will withdraw the motion. I have
now no personal feeling except one of re-
gret: that the incident should have occurr-
ed. I trust that in future no incident
of the sort will occur. If it does, prob-
ably it will not have the same termin-
ation as this. I hope the hon. member
has had the matter impressed on his
mind. I have no-renson to question
his fairness in the Chair. T am sorry the
incident has occurred, and for the relief
of the Housa I will withdraw the motion.
Motion by leave withdrawn.

Suting suspended from 6150 7-30 p.m,

Resolved: That motions he continued.

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE,
HORSE-RACING CONTROL.

Interim Report, to adopt.
Mr. HUDSON (Yilgarn) [7.30]: I

neve—
That in the opinion of this House,
effect showld be given to the recommen-
dations contained in the interim report
of the Joint Select Commiliee on
Horse-racing.
Some time ago, this House appointed a
committee for the purpose of inquiring
into the control of horse-racing, and it is
necessary perbaps for me at this stage to
draw the atlention of the House to the
scope that was allowed that committee in
their operations. The committee was ap-
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pointed to consider the question of horse-
racing within the State, and matters con-
nected therewith, with a view to the sub-
sequent introduction of legislation pro-
viding for the econtrol of such matters.
It wiil be seen that the object of the ap-
pointmeut of the cowmmittee was not
necessarily conlined to dealing with horse-
racing only. It was to deal with other
matters connected therewith. In moving
the motion for the appointinent of the
commilttee, the Honorary Minister (Mr.
R. H. Underwood} told the House that
there was a gambling evil in (his State
which was attendant on horse-racing, and
the committee took from the terms of
their appointment and the observations of
the Tonorary Minisier who moved for
their appointment that they were to in-
quire into the subject of gambling as it
obtained in the way of an evil in our
community. There seems to have been a
misconeeption in the minds of some hon,
members of this House, and particularly
in the mind of the Honovary Minister,
that the committee was appointed {o in-
quire into the conduet of horse-racing
only. The committee has gone outside
that, however, and T contend that we were
perfectly justified in deing so in the terms
of our appointment. The misconeeption
bas arisen probably owing to the interim
report which was presented to this House.

Hon. J. D. Connofly: Has it been
printed ?

Mr. HUDSON : Tt is not usnal to have
an interim report printed unless there is
a special order, and, in view of the fact
that there was to come a report of a com-
prehensive nature, it was proposed that
the printing should he delayed until the
whole matter was printed in cne docu-
wment. A misconception bhas arizen ap-
parently in the minds of some hon. mem-
bers that that was the only report, and
that it was the sole result of the efforts
of the select committee. That, however.
is not so. The committee has gone to a
great deal of trouble to obtain informa-
tion from various sources in the examina-
tion of witnesses, and generally 'in the in-
spection of racecourses,-so as to put itself
in a position to give a report which might
be of value fo this House. There is an-
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other misconception which has arisen in
the minds of members, and this is owing
to a report of Parliament which appeared
in one of the papers published in Perth
last Sunday, whervein it was stated that
the inierim report whieh was presente
hy the select committee hiad recommended
something to be done which had already
Leen done, and that the committee had
recommended the introduction of legisla-
lion for the suppression of street belling,
and the newspaper went on to say, after
reviewing the report, that ihat law had
already obtained in the State and that it
had been in existence for 15 years, bui
that the committee had not yet discovered
it. In the last senienee the newspaper
report is correct, but in the other two T
say it is incorreet. It is true that the
committee has not yet discovered the leg-
islation which effectively suppresses sireet
betting in Western Australia. The com-
mittee has, as T have said, gone to a great
deal of trouble in obtaining information
for the purpose of tie general vepovt, but
deemed it advisable to present this in-
terim report first. Hon. members will
remember that il eontained the follow-
ing:—

In view of the proposed early elosing
of the present session of Parliament,
the committee desires to present an in-
terin report with the suggestion fhat
a Bill should be introduced at onee,
dealing with one phase of the gambling
evil attendant on horse-racing. Your
committes considered that an Act
should he passed immediately for the
suppreszsion of streef beiting. The
committes suggests legislation in this
connection on similar lines to the
“Gaming and Betting Act of 19127
Part 2, of New South Wales, with
power to arrest. The committee recom-
mends that the law relating fo shop
betting be vigidly enforeed.

Even the newspaper T have mentiened
imagined there was a law in this State
. which prevented street betting. "The com-
mittee, however, has been unable to dis-
cover it. In fact, we find, on closer ex-
amination, that no snch law exists.

AMr. Bolton; Hear, hear!
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Mr, HUDSON: It is understood that
there is such a law. Indeed, the police
foree have been to some extent condemned
for not enforeing a law whieh was as-
sumed to have existed, in that they have
not done their duty in the direction which
was indicated by that snpposed law, T
would like lo inform the House that, so
far as the committee was nble to ascer-
tain, the only law existing in Western
Australia for the suppression or repres-
sien of street bebling is a by-law of the
Perth City Couneil, No. 4. Tt is in these
ferms—

Any person who shall frequent or
use any street or other publiec place
within the municipality of Perth for or
on behalf of himself or any other per
son for the purposes of hookmaking or
hetting or wagering with any otlier per-
501, or paying or receiving or sebtling
bets, shall be liable to a penalty not
exceeding £20.

It will he seen, therefore, (hat the law
only deals with the offence of frequenting
a sfreet tor the purpose of betiing. Thur-
ing the course of the work whieh has heen
performed by the committee and the evi-
dence which has been submitted to it, we
have ascertained that the police foree are
anxious to perform the pgeneral duty
which devolves upon them, that is of sup-
pressing the gambling evil and removing
that nuisance from the sireels of Perth.
They have appealed to the Government
from time (o time for power to do this,
It rests with them (o put into operation
the uetion of rhis hy-law. and it will be
readily understood that. when a proseeu-
lion takes place against a man amd he is
charged with frequenting a sireet for the
purpose of Dbetting, the diffienlties of
proof ave abvious. Tt is nol an otfence,
so far as the commiitee ave aware, for
one man Lo make n wager with another
man in the street, bul it iz, under this
by-law. an offence for n person to fre-
quent a street for the purpose of betting.
Tt is clear fram the evidence submitled
to (he committee, that there was nat suffi-
cient pawer for the police authorities to
operate for the suappression of what is
obvionsly a nuisanee. T do not think it
needs any elaboration of mine to impress
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apen the House the faet that there is a
unisance created In the streels of Perth
by the operations of men who are betting
in the sireets. The commillee at all events
wus unanimonsly of (e opinion that
streel betting should be stopped. When
1 say that the committee was unanimously
of this opinion I limit it to this extent,
that there were two members of the com-
mittee abhsenl, one, the hon. Air. Cole-
batch, whe was away throngh illness, and
the other the Hovorary Minister, who was
absent, [ presume, in connection with
affairs of State. T would like 1o point out
to the House, having Hinstraled what the
law is in this State, what the law in other
States of Aunstralia is. and, T think T am
right in saying that in all the Staies of
Australia and New Zealand, and [ think
i 2ll British communities, with regard to
whiech we could obtain information.
There are striet laws in operution in these
places for the suppression of sireet bet-
ting, and they are put into operation. In
the report of the committee it was sug-
aested that legislation should be intro-
duced into this State (o apply a law on
lines similar to the Aet now in operation
in New South Wales. 1n New South
Wales there was an Aet passed in 1912
whicly was referred to v the report, and
in whieh provisions are made for the sun-
presgion of streei betling, and H is in-
teresting to nole the difference in the pen-
alty for the offence. Not only is it an
offcnee in this State to frequent the
streels for the purpoese of bhetting, but it
is alsn an offence for certain persons
betfing in the slireets, and the offence is
punishable for lhe first offence by a pen-
alty of not less than £20 or more than
£100. and for the seecond offence by im-
prisonment for six months. T speeially
draw the aifeniion of the House to the
distinction befween these two penalties.
Tn Western Australia under a hy-law of
the City Council the penalty does not
excecrd in any case for the first, second
or thirt offence, the sum of £20, and it
has heen. fonnd thal in this State whilst
men have been punished for frequenting
streefs for the purpese of hetting. they
have willingly paid the nominal fines of
£10, £15 or £20, hecause those fines
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have merely amounted to a license fee
and have erualled only what they would
have been called wpon to pay for Lhe
privilege of betiing on a racecourse at
perhaps twe meetings in the vear. In
Victoria the law is equallv rigid and
siringent and I wonld like to draw the
attention of the House to one section of
the Lotteries Gaming and Betting Act
of Vietoria which deals with the subject
of arrest. The House will ohserve that
the eommitliee recommend the introdue-
tion of legislation on the lines of the
New South Wales Act and added the
words “With the power of arrest,” the
idea being the inclusion of a seetion sim-
ilar to this—

Any member of the police force may
at any time, without warrant, arrest
any person found playing or hetting
by wany of wagering or gaming in any
street, road, or highway or public lace
or open place in confravention of the
provisions of See. 47 of the Poliee
Offences Aet 1890.

We want it specifically laid down that
the police might have the opportunity of
effecting the arrest of men whom they
know to be violating the law. The com-
mittee presenfed this inferim report on
acecount of the nrgency of the situalion.
There was such a concensus of opinien
amangst witnesges, and such unanimous
opinion amongst members of the commit-
tee that street hefting should he sup-
pressed, that we thonght it wise to come
to 1he Flouse early with a recommendation
in this direction, We recognised that it
would take some time before the select
committee would be able to submil a
comprehensive report as they were or-
dered to do by the House, but having ihe
opportunity under the Standing Orders
of submilting an interim report, and
having regard to the urgency of the situ-
ation, we have come forth with the pro-
position to which T have referred. We
did that too beeause we knew that the
more comprehensive report eonld not pos-
sibly be dealt with during the present
session of Parliament and we did think
that with the sympathetic consideration
of the Government, a measure might he
introduced and passed having for iis ob-
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ject the removal of the evil. We there-
fore presented the inferim report and we
followed it up with a rerquest to the Gov-
ernment through the Honorary Minister
who moved for the appointment of the
select eommittee by writing to that gen-
tleman in these terms—
I desire to be informed whether or
not it is the intention of the Govern-
ment to bring in a Bill this session fo
give effeet to the recommendations con-
tained in the interim report of ihis
commiftee. If so, the subject can come
up for disenssion on the Bill; if nof, |
propose to give notice of my intention
to move that in the opinion of the
House such effect should be given. Tt is
the desire of the committee that a Bill
shonld he introdueed before the élese
of the session, and as the time is short,
it is thonght that a debate on the mo-
iion suggested might delay the intro-
duction of the Rill and jeopardise the
chaneces of its becoming law,
I sighed that letter ax Chawman of the
Joint  Select Committee. Possibly the
Honorary Minister is treating the matter
with flippaney. T can assurc the lhon.
gentleman fhat T am not treating it with
fiippaney.

Hon. R. H. Tnderwood
Minister) : T am.

Mr. HUDSOX : T protest against that
on behalf of the select committee. T
am not doing so on my own account be-
eanse whilst T am not treating the mat-
ter with any degree of (lippancy the hou.
member says that he is, 1 say that the
committee, having been appointed on a
motion maved by him, they are enlitled
to courteous consideration from him.

Hon. members: Hear, hear.

Mr., BUDSON: To the letter I wrole
to the Honorary Minister 1 received th2
following reply—

Cabinet cannot see ifs way e¢lear to
introduce the Bill suggested this ses-
sion.

I take no exception to the brevity or the
abruptness of that reply. Tt might ap-
pear that that was rather a rebhuf, but in
the circumstances it was nothing of the
lkind. It was vather due to my impor-

(Honorary
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inasmuech as I endeavoured to
elicit a reply from the Covernment as
speedily as possible, and the Honorary
Minister was eourleous enough (o bring
it under the notice of Cabinet promptly,
and he favoured me with the reply that
1 have read. 1 do not take exception io
that reply, and 1 do net think the eom-
mtittee will, cither, because we were quite
prepared to aceept a brief answer rather
than wait for a formal acknowledgment
and a reply at a later stage. 1 desire to
submnit that the House should agree i
the reotion which I bave moved, Let it
be a direction to the Government Lo sup-
pori the committee ip the efforts that
they are making for the suppression of
an evil which exists in our midst, I assure
the ITouse that the select commitiee are
acting with grcat sincerity in this mat-
ter. 1 hope the louse will support us
and that we will he able Lo remove from
our eity and other populous, places ol
Waestern Ausiralin the nuisance and the
disgrace which now obtains.

tunity,

Mr. WILLMOTYT (Nelson) [7.53}: 1
do not wish to take up the time of the
House in elaborating the remarks of the
member for Yilgarn but I wish to en-
dorse whai he has said. Legislation sueh
as has been suggested and recommended
by the hon. member is In my opinion
very necessary. 7The evidence which hus
been taken by the seleet comittee has
been absolutely conclusive. The fines
which have been inflicted hitherlo for
street betting have Dbeen paid with
alagrity over and over again, and (he
men have simply gone back and econtinued
to bet in the street. The fines do not act
as a deferrent because we see 1he men
immediately afterwards confinuing the
evil in the thoroughfares. The Chairman
of the Select Committee has poioted out
how this betting can, in the opimion of
the committee, be effectually stopped and
the suggestions are well worthy of eon-
sideration, and I trust the Iouse wili
give them: (he consideration which they
deserve, The manner in which street
Letting 1s carried on in Perth amounts to
a positive scandal and it is a reflection
upon this House. Surely, now that we
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come here and point cut how this seandal
can be prevented, it is the duty of the
House to bring in legislation to slop it.

The Minister for Mines: Street betting
is a very insignifieant part of the
scandal,

Mr. Thomas: I think it is very objec-
tionable,

Mr. WILLMOTT: I am sorry to think
that {he acting Premier is of that
opinion., I entirely disagree with him,
and I only hope that the IHouse will also
do su.

Hon, J. ). Connolly: Is the report =
unanimous one?

Mr. Hudson: Yes, except for the ab-
senl members,

Mr. WILLMOTT : Surely after the
manner in which the select committee has
collecied the evidence, that evidence
shounld carry some weight here. 1 have
mueh pleasure in seconding the motion.

Mr. FOLEY (Mt Leonora) [7.57]:
ln opposing the motion I want to say
that in my opmion this House will be
ill advised, on an interim report, io
bring in legislation dealing with street
betting.  Although the report of the
comniliee may be unanimous on the
question, I doubt whether the committe
have gone thoroughly enmough into the
subjeel in the time that they have had at
their disposal to enable them to submit
to the House evidence which would give
the House Lhe opportunity of dealing
wilh the matter in a comprehensive way.

AMr, Hudson: I bave already explained
that that is not possible this session.

Mr. FOLEY. 8o far as street betting
is coneerned the House is agreed that it
is to a certain extent a menace, but T am
positive that there are worse phases of
gnmbling than betting which takes place
in the street.

Mr. Thomas: That is no argument
azainst stopping street betting,

Mr., FOLEY: I say it is a great argu-
ment in favour of the House being given
the opportunity of getting something
langible lo deal with. The worst phase
of betting should have been deali with
instead of stonewalling the matter as the
commitiee have done until it is too late
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to bring in a comprehensive measure.
Anyone who has stndied the question of
gambling at all must have an idea that
when this measure eomes before the
House it is not going to be one which will
be settled in five minutes. There will be
interests of certain people and certain
clubs put very deeisively before members.

Mr. Heifmann : In regard to street

betting ¢
Mr. FOLEY : In regard to betting
generally. Tf this committee had con-

sidered the question of the worst class
of betting at all, that is the befting by
women and children in the State, I be-
lieve we could have done something even
on an interim report.

Mr. Bolton : Even that would have
opposed.

Mr. FOLEY: I am opposed to con-
sidering this motion beeause it is not the
anestion which should be first considered,
but if the commiiies will bring in a re-
port on the subject of the worst form of
hetting in this State—

Mr. Bolion:» We have,

Mr. FOLEY: The committee have
done nothing by way of bringing in such
a report. If they will bring in a sugges-
tion to deal with the worst form of bet-
fing. that is betting on racecourses by
women and children, this House should
then take some action.

Member: Add that to the motion.

Mr. FOLEY: Tt is all very well to say
that. Why did not the committee think
of it before?

Mr. Boltan: It would not have suited
You would have opposed it just

you,
the same.
Mr. FOLEY: The hon. member of

course is a thought-reader and knows ex-
actly how anyone will vote. I perhaps
have had as good an opportunity as any
member to study the question of betting.
gambling, and horse-racing. Until the
committee bring in a report to deal with
the worst form of betting, I will oppose
anything in the direction of legislating
to smooth the matter over temporarily.
while still permitting the greatest and
worst form of betting fo continue, and
this House will be ill-advised to consider
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any such interim report. I wish to ex-
press my surprise and regret that the
committee, afier the time they have had
at their disposal and the opportunities
they have had to examine witnesses and
visit the various places where racing is
carried on, have not, in the dying hours
of the session, brought in something tan-
zible so that it could receive the eon-
sideration which the question undoubtedly
deserves. When the commitiee do this
they will receive my assistance,

Mr. Willmott: Half a loaf is better
than no bread.

Mr. Male: Do your little bit now.

Hon. R. H. Underwood {Honorary
Minister): If it were half a loaf of
bread T would not mind,

The Minister for Mines:
a erumb,

Mr. FOLEY. The committee have bad
time to grow the wheat and grist it, and
wake a full weight loaf, I trust the
motion will not he carried, but that the
commitiee will ~ontinne their investiga-
tions and then, if they cannot hwing in
this session a report sufficiently compre-
hensive o enable the House to disenss the
question thoronghly, that the work will
he continued so that the matter can he
fullv dealt with next session. My honest
belief is that there are men in this State
who do not wish this matter to come he-
fore the House, and I helieve these in-
fluences are being to brought to bear on
the committee,

Mr. SPEARKER: Order!

Mr. Bolton: You are one yourself by
hlocking this motion.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
for Leonara is not in order in reflecting
on a committee appointed by this House, -
and must withdraw that remark.

Mr. FOLEY: T withdraw the remark.
T wish in coneclusion to add that T will
oppose the motion, and I trust the House
will vote against it, but that the eom-
mittee will continue their investizations.
and if the work cannot be completed this
session, that the question will be taken
up early next session, so that legislation
may be introduced fo denl effectively with
the worst form of gambling.

This is only
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Hon. J. D. Connolly: There is no
necessity for legislation on the race-
courses, as the Police Aet can be applied.

The Attorney General: The worst form
of gambling is on the Stock Exchange.

Mr. Allen: Is that your experience?

Hon, R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary Minister—Pilbara) [8.5]: T absolulely
refuse to take this motion seriously. I have
had my fair experience of life on race-
courses and other places, and it has
tanght me (o know a joke when I come
up against one, and this is a joke. I
must confess I am sadly disappointed
with the commitiee. T most sincerely de-
sive (o considerably curtail horse-racing
in this Stale and, when I moved the
mofion, T fully believed the committee
wonld be able to obtain sufficient infor-
mation to enable a Bill to be drafted and
dealt with this session. What have they
bronght us? It is true that this question
might possibly ecome within the scope of
the inquiry, but this was not the main
object of the inguiry.

Mr. Hudson: We do not suggest that
it was.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Fonor-
ary Minister): The object of the inquiry
was to consider the contrel of horse-
racing, and the committee have scarcely
tonched it. T absolutely decline to go in-
to fhe question of strect betting which
should be stamped right out if possible.
The interim report has practically no-
thing to do with the case the committee
set out to investimate. We have heard of
the mountain that labhoured and brought
forth a mouse, T would not have minded
if it had been a full-grown well-fed
mouse, bmt this a kitten, and a half-
starved kiften at that.

Mr. Bolton: Rats!

Hon. R. H. UNDERWQQD (Honor-
ary Mimsfer}: Hon, members laugh.
They conld not have studied animal life
or they wonld know what to ecall a young
mouse. Street befting has very little in-
fluence at all upon loeal racing. T think
all who know mueh about the game—and
T claiin to know a litile—will agree that
it is not on local racing that street betting
takes place, but that it is on racing held in
the Fastern States and on the goldfields.
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The people who bet in the streets do so
because they cannot get to the raceconrse.
As a matler of fact our local races are
attended by all the best bookmakers.
They are ob a course betting and there-
fore eannoi be in the streat betting,

Mr. James Gardiner: Any Saturday
you like you can see them.

Hon. R, H. UNDERWOOD {Honor-
ary Minister): And they are betting

mostly on the races held outside the
State.

My. Taylor: That does not minimise
the evil,

Hon, R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary Minister): And it does not affect
horse-racing. The committee have abso-
Iutely misundersiood what they were ap-
pointed to do. I bave heard of the man
who fired at a pigecn and shot a erow.

Mr, James Gardiner: I hope you will
not mix yonr metaphors again,

Hon, R. II. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary Minister): This interim report re-
minds me of lthe biz expedition that went
out fo kill a savage tiger and shot a
bird sbout the size of a sparrow, but
they had sufficient sense of humour not
to hring the bird home as justifieation
for the expedition. The committee started
out to kill a savage animal, but they have
killed a mosnuito, and have attempted to
justify it heeause the mosquite wanted
killing.

Mr. Allen: Tt was irritating.

Hon. 3. H. UNDERWOQOD {Honor-
ary Minister) : There were tigers about,
but ihe committee got a mosquifo. I have
devoled five minules to this question, and
that is fully ns wmuch as it warrvants. T
know a joke when 1 see one. A man
who has heen long in politics has prac-
tically no character left, and very little
sentiment, hut one has to he thankful
that we relain our sense of lumour, and
I want to say to the hon. member who
moved the motion that he has earried his
joke far enongh, and to oo further would
spoil it,

Mr. BOLTON (Scuth TFremantle)
(8.10): I appreciate the fact that the
Honorary Minister hns  informed the
House at least twice that he can appre-
ciate 2 joke when he sees one. I appeal
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to lion. members to also appreciaie a joke
when tley sce one. 1f they are in dounbt
about the allusion, the manner in which
the Honorary Minister has dealt with
this suggesiion of the select committee
will, I believe, focus their attention upon
the Honorary Miaister. The Honorary
Minister claims that (he committee have
misunderstood ihe position, and have re-
ported on a matter they were not asked
to inquire into, and having devoted five
minutes to the discussion, that was as
much as the subject was worth. Per-
haps the Honorary Alinister who moved
the motion in this House, should be more
in loweh with the position than he is.
Had le ailended any meeting of the
select coramittee, excepling the initial
meeting which appoeinted the chairman
and scerctary, he would perhaps have
heen in a position to tell the House that
we have examined 42 witnessses,

TTan, R
Mintster): 1 daresay you will examine
400.

. Trndamrsed [ & P
2. Lnoonvsed Laongray

Mr. BOLTON: And that we have bean
dealing with every phase of the question
and especially that phase referred to hy
the member for Leonora. That hon.
gentleman said he could not snpport the
interim recommendalion presented by the
chaitman of the commiitee that legis-
lation be introduced because it did not
deal with fthe most serious phase of the
question, namely, betting by women and
children. As a matler of fact, beiting on
rucecontrses is practically legalised in this
State, and it is becanse of the fact that
perhaps the member for Teonora does
uot want to see anything dene that he
does not support this interim repert.
We cannot deal with the matter eompre-
hyusively in this session, and beeause ihe
cominmittee realised that faet they sug-
wested an interim report which would
give the Government an opportunity fo
stop the congremating on street corners
of these who bet there.

Mr. Foley: On a point of order, the
hon. member for South Fremantle =said
it was beeause I wish nothing to be done
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that 1 oppose the motion. I take ex-
ception to those remarks.

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no point of
order involved. It is only the bon. mem-
ber’s opinion,

Mr, Foley: My point of order is thai
when 1 spoke regarding the opinion of
some persons being forced on the com-
mittee 1 was called to order hecause [
was imputing molives. [ was of the
opinion that the member for South Fre-
mantle was imputing motives when le
said I wished lo see nothing done, and
that was why I was opposing the motion.

Mr. SPEAKER: If the member for
Leonora is of opinion that the member
for South Fremantle is imputing wrong-
ful motives, I am sure the member for
South Fremantle will withdraw anything
offensive.

Mr. BOLTOXN:
but 1 impufed na motivae, ‘
ber for Leonora had listened, I think he
would have learned that T did not do
so, I merely said by way of supposition
that, if there were such a motive on the
part of the hon. member, then there
would bhe some reason for lis opinion.
If the motive does not exist, then of
course the supposition falls to the
eround.

Most certainly, Sir,

Tf the mam.

Mr. TFoley: On a point of order [
asked “Is the hon. member in order in
saying that I wish nothing done?’ I do
wish something done. A slatement has
been made that T wish to see nothing

done. I take exception to that state-
ment of the member for South Fre-
manile.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have already ruled
that I ecannot see the point of order
which the hon. member ig raising, The
member for South Fremantle merely as-
sumed something, He expressed no de-
sire to impnte motives. T think the hon.
member feels n litlle more than necessary
about it

Mr. BOLTON: I am sorry I ecannot
safisfy the member for Leonora. T think
perhaps he is a little bit mixed, as he
was when lie made the statement that he
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would grow flour and after growing the
flour grist the wheat,

Mr. Foley: Mr. Speaker——

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The member
for Leonora will be guilty of disorderly
conduct if he persists in rising. I have
already stated that there is no point of
order involved. The hon. member will
be guilty of disorderly conduet if he
eontinues lo interrupt. The member for
South Fremantle will continue his speech
and discuss, not the member for Leonora,
Lut the gueslicn before the House,

Mr. Foley: With all deference to your
remarks, Mr. Speaker, I was not rising
for the purpose of raising the same point
as before, 1 ruse because of a subsequent
remark, made after I had in fact ae-
cepted the word of the member for South
Fremantle. He said that the member for
Leonora was mixed. I take exception to
the word “mixed.” I do not know what
it means. I want the remark withdrawn.

Mr. SPEARKER! Order! T have no in-
tention of asking the member for South
TFremantle to withdraw. I shall object to
the attempt of the member for Leonora to
make the conduet of affairs in this House

ridiculons. 1 feel that I am expresging
myself—

Mr. Foley: Mr, Speaker——

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member

must not eontinually rise and dispute my
ruling in this matter. I have already
sald that T do not think the remark
objected to should be withdrawn. I do
not see any peint of order involved, T
cannot allow the hon. member to rise lo
a poiuk of order in connection with every
expression that is used. 1f I did, the
conduet of affairs in this House would
become ridicnlons, The member for
South Fremantle will resume his speech.

Mr. BOLTON: I wish to assure the
member for Leonora that in my 12 years
membership of this House 1 have never
failed to withdraw anything that was
thought objectionable. I am surprised
that the member for Leonora should feel
g0 ineensed at any remarks I made, T
merely dealt with the sobjeet by way of
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replying io objections which the bon,
member raised to the adoption of the
joint select committee’s interim report.
The member for Leonora said ibat if
the continittee did veport, it was only a
matter which this House could not deal
with in five minutes. I entirely agree
with the hon. mewber that if the joint
select committee had time to go into
the question fully and present a com-
preliensive report a very lengthy discus-
sion from all slandpoints wonld resuli.
1 am satisfied that this session would not
be long enongh for the House to come
to a decision if the joint select committee
had given a general direction to the Gov-
ernment io introduce legislation to regu-
late this big subject. I believe nearly
every member of this Chamber will agree
that the select comwmittee tackled a big
question and have done their best. In
spite of what the member for Leonora
says—and that hon. member has had
some experience of select committees—the
committee in this instance have done
good work. They have met on numerous
oceasions, they have called withesses on
every standpoint, including ihat of ihe
bookmaker, that of the trainer, that of
the bookmaker’s clerk, the horse owner,
the horse breeder, and the officials of
every rvaeing club, registered and un-
registered, and of every trotting club in
the metropolitan and goldfields areas.
They have done really good work, and
bhave put in a good deal of time. They
realised that it would not be posszible for
the Government to introduce legislation
dealing with the whole question this ses-
sion. Therefore the commitiee {hought it
wonld be a good move to submit an
interim report. I am rather surprised
that there should be any opposition to
the adoption of that interim report, I
really believe-—though this is only my
personal opinion—that the select com-
mittee will not be able to submit a full
report in lime even to allow of its dis-
cussion by this House. Because I realise
that, T desire that (he labours of the
committes, =0 far as they have pro-
gressed, shonld not be lost. I desire that
all the fime whielh has been devoted to
this partieular queslion should not be
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thrown away, Therefore T wish to see
the interim report adopted. Hon. mem-
bers know that when Parliament pro-
rogues all select commiitees go out of
existence. After the prorogation, select
committees cannot continue to investigate
unless they are appointed a Royal Com-
mission. There is no member of the
sclect committee on horse-racing who
wishes to be appointed a Royal Commis-
sioner. The select commitlee have col-
lected most of ihe evidence they desire.
While on this point, I may mention that
the select committee bave applications
from a great number of witnesses who
still wish -to give evidenee. If the eom-
mittee conlinue to take evidence now, be-
fore beginning io draft a report, the work
cannot be done with any satisfaction
either to the ecommittee or to Parliament.
Because of that fact, I desire to sec the
interim report adopted. T am surprised
at any genuine opposition eoming from
The Fonorary
Minister I do not count, because, to use
his own words, he is a joke. The mem-
ber for Leonora scems to treat the sub-
ject very seriously; and I am surprised
that he, with some experience of racing,
should treat it so seriously. The better
eourse for that hon. member would be to
assist the select committee to take the
first step towards eradicating the evil,
and lhen the next step—which in his
opinion is the most important—the pre-
vention of betting by women and chil-
dren. I hope the motion will be carried.

Mr. GRIFFITHS (York) [824]: 1
feel that undoubtedly this interim report
represents a step in the right direction.
The evil exists, and should be legislaled
against. I therefore welcome the interim
report, and I hope the Hounse will earry
the motion of the member for Yilgarn.
Something shonld be done, and done
speedity. If I had my way, I would run
a drag-net along St. George’s-terrace on
a settling morning, and send the cateh to
the front.

Mr. MUNSIE (Hannans) [825}: I
intend to oppose the motion, for praecti-
eally one reason. I helieve every hon.
member sincerely desires that something

v - 11 o :
members of s House,
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should be done to limit the evil of over-
racing in lhe metropolitan area especi-
ally. The interim veport deals with
sireet betting, As the Honorary Minis-
ter has pointed out, for one wager made *
in lbe street there are 20 made in con-
nection with loeal racing on the race-
comrse.  Assuming that the motion is
carried and that the Government give
effect to it, the only result will be the
introduction during this scssion of legis-
lation for the purpose of preventing
sireet betting. I'hen, next session, when
the select committee’s final report is pre-
sented and a comprehensive measure is
brought in, there will be much less
chance of passing legislation to deal with
horse-racing as it should be dealt with,
than there would be if the whole object
were treated in one Bill. Anything can
be tinkered with to ils detriment. I am
not ecriticising the seleet comimitiee for
submitting the uleruy report. 1 belleve
that they submitted it in all good faith.
My only reason for opposing the adop-
tion of the report is that I helieve that
course will result in harm when the main
measure comes before the House in a
later session, for the purpose of suppres-
sing a considerable proportion of the
hovse‘racing that now takes place. If
the interim report omitted a reference to
street betting, and proposed wmerely to
limit. the nuomber of raece meetings, I
would support its adoplion, The evil of
street belting is infinitesimal in compari-
son with the betting done at trotting and
galloping meetings. There is more hetting
on a racecourse in one day than is repre-
sented by all the betting on the streets in
the course of a vear. I do not wish lhe
Heuse to imagine that T am in favour of
street heiling. Tf T thought for one
moment that the introduction of legisla
tion during this session would not resuli
in hampering legislation dealing with the
main question when such legislation is
bronght forward, I would have no ohjee-
tion to the motion. Personallv, however,
I am convinced that, if we tinker with
this subject in any shape or form during
the present session and then endeavour
next session to earry a comprehensive
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measure, the resnlt of our previous aetion
will be detrimental and will prejndice
the real issue. Therefore I oppose the
motion.

Br. THOMAS (Bunbury) [8.28]: X
am very much surprised at the beat that
has been engendered over this lttle mat-
ter. Personally, I am an out-and-out
supporter of the motion. I could quite
understand some hon, members opposing
it if they gave us a reason for doing so;
Imt the mere assertion that beeause Far-
linment deals with one phase of an evil
it will destroy tle passihility of dealing
with the remainiug phases of thai evil
seems to me a most peeuliay kind of rea-
soning, ’ossibly there may he some
hlame attachable io the commitiee for not
having laboured a little more strenuously.
That tived feeling may, perhaps, bave
heen upon them; or coneeivably the se-
ductiong of the racecourse may have led
members of the select eoaunittee astray.
I do not assert this is so; I mercly say
it may he so. The select committee might
itave brounght in a more ecomprelensive
report after snch a lapse of time, know-
ingz, ag they must have known, that Par-
liament is shortly to prorogue. But I
certainly do hold the opinion that the in-
terim report covers a very important part
of the evils eonnecied with horse-racing
and betting. For that reason, I see no
objeciion to the introduction of a Bill
during this session; and 1 am rather sur-
prised to learn that the Government have
intimated their intention of not introdue-
ing a Bill. The member for Leonora
{Mr, Foley) has advanced as his objec-
tion io e adoption of the report the
fact {hat it does not deal with what he
ennsiders to be (he worst evil conneeted
with horse-racing and betting, and that
iy betting hy women and children, T be-
lieve the hon, member is an advoeate of
equal rights for hoth sexes, and, so far
as I can see, if the law allows 2 man fo
het, there should not be any objection to
a woman’s doing so.

The Attorney General:
Hhetter” half.

Mr. THOMAS: For the life of me
T eannol see that the Legislature wonld
be doing anything bhut an injustice if they

She is the
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made & law applicable to one sex and not
applicable to the other, Of course, if
the member for Leonora assures me that
children are allowed fo bet, I certainly
agree that it is a most serious evil. If
thal evil exists, however, it does not con-
stitute such a tremendons question that
it conld not be dealt with this session. If
tire hon. member feels so profoundly on
this parlicular point, what on earth is
there to prevent him from moving, at the
proper iime, an amendment which wonld
elfectually deal, once and for all, with the
evil of children’s betting? That would
ease his mind and remove his objection
to the proposal for a Bill. Every mem-
ber of the House would certainly agree
with any restrictions being applied to
children betling. I do nob think it re-
guired two or three weeks to obtain suffi-
cient evidence to justify the assertion
that street betting is an evil. One would
scarcely need to call many witnesses to
arvive at a decision on that point, becanse
we need only walk down St George's-
lerrace any day in the week, and parti-
cularly on a Saturday afterncon, to
gather sufficient evidenee in five minntes
to satisfy any impartial observer that the
evil ought to be suppressed, that it is an
objectionable, a wmost obnoxious and per-
nicious practice. There can hardly be
two opinions about that. I frequently
have oeccasion to walk down that street,
and it is a most objectionable sight to
see a number of fellows standing round
there, loafing, drinking, smoking, expecto-
raling all over the foot-path, and ob-
strueting ladies walking along the street,
fellows who might be belter employed at
the [ront, There never has been any
question about the existence of this cvil;
vel lion. members get up and oppose the
motion hecause it does not give everv-
thing they wish for. T eannot understand
why we should allow this evil practice
io go on indefinitely, nor how hon. mem-
bers can offer opposition based on such
elender grounds. The necessary little Bill
would meet with such unapimous appro-
val that there would be little or no oppo-
gifion in this Chamber or in another
place, and the measure would pass in less
time than it has taken to discuss this
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motion. Some have tried to minimise the
importance of this matter. The Honorary
Minister said he regarded it as a joke,
that it was so small and so insignificant
as lo be unworthy of the attention of the
House. T think very differently. I think
il is really an important matter, After
all I am as anxious to get back to my
lome aud econstituency as is any ofher
inember; possibly more anxious than 19
out of 20; vet if sitling here a little
[onger will enable us to deal with an evil
of this kind, if a little extra work will
sueceed in carrying a imeasure dealing
with some fraction of the evil, I am pre-
pared to stay, even if it takes a week—
I do not believe it will take two honrs. [
trust the commonsense of the House will
come to the surface, and that members
will give an emphatic vote in favour of
the motion. I trust also that if such a
vote is given, Ministers will take heed of
it, and thal bhefore we close this session
the measure will be brought forward T#£
it 15 1 am certain it will find a place on
the statute-book.

Mr. ALLEN (West Perth) [8.35]: 1
desire to congratulate the joint selecl
committee on this recommendation. 1t
is dealing with only one phase of betiing,
bat that is a most importsnt phase. As
one who has an office on St George's
terrace. I probably see as much if nol
more than muost members, of this strect
bettine. 'We are frequently treated to a
pueilistie encounfer on seltling morning.
Some of the gentlemen who ply this
particnlar calling get into hot argument
which develops into a street fight reflcet-
ing litlle eredit on the eity of Perth.

Mr. Nairn: What are the police do-
ing?

Alv. ALLEN: The police generally
come on the scene after the fight is over.
On one or two oceasions they have been
there in fime to arrest the offenders,
who have then been dealt with in a
proper manner. Not only de those gen-
tlemen who make a living of this business
congrezate there, but they bring along
ofhers with them, and when a big race
meeting is on it is no uneommeon sight
to see from 350 to 250 of thern blocking
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the footpath and indeed the whole of
the street. When one goes to a race.
course one expects to see betting in ite
various forms, hut we should not expect
to find it on our public throughfares,

Mr. Foley: Should you expect to see it
on the racecourse?

My, ALLLEN: We do see it there, and
when we go we expect to see it, because
bookmalkers are there ecarryving it on as
their business, RBut that is no reason
why it should he carried on in the streets.
1 am going to suppori the molion. . Those
who eppose it do so un the ground that
it is not tackling the worst phase of the
question. To my mind this street betling
is the most objectionable phase of the
whole question, and T trust the House
will pay heed to the miotion and earrv
it by such a majority that the Govern-
ment will feel in duty bound to give seri-
ous consideration to it.

Mr R T STURES {Subinco ) [§.84):
I support the motion. 1 am rather sur-
prised fo hear any opposition te if, es-
pecinlly oh the ground that it does not go
far enough.

Hon. Frank Wilson: The Governmenti
are defeated now,

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Ii is agreed even
hy those opposed to the motion that it
is absolutely neccessary to ecurtail this
evil, I want to know why any hon. mei-
ber should oppose it, seeing that the
impossibility of bringing down a compre-
hensive measure L(his session bas heen
explained. Prohably we will have an
opportunity of dealing with a compre-
hensive measure next session, after the
final report of the joint select commitice
has been brought in. I also take excep-
tion to the snggestion that street betting
takes place only on racing distant from
Perth. T am convineed that there is an
enormnous amount of street hetting on
racing meetings held in the melropolitun
area.

Mr. Munsie: There is not a £10 note
changes hands in the street on Perih
meefings.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: I am convincui
that a large amount of money thus
changes hands. Considerably more than
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£10 is offered in street betting on other
sports than horse-racing .

Mr. Munsie: When Subiaco is playing
foothall.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: There 1s a con-
siderable amount of street hetting on
race meelings and other sports held in
the metropolitan area. We are all ready
to eondemn street Dbetting as an evil.
Why should we postpone legislation
upon it% It is one of the worst phases
of the gambling question. I agree with
the Honorary Minister that it is neces-
sary to curtail horse-racing in the wass
so far as we can, but if it is impossible
to deal fully with the matter just now,
why put off doing what we ean? Some
hon. members have complained of the
work of the select committee. It is only
five weeks since that commitiee started
their lnbours. They have examined over
40 witnesses and have travelled Lo Kal-
goorlie, Tn view of this I think they
have done very well, and I am eonvineed
that anybody who has had experience of
select committees will recognise that they
have put in an eonrmous amount of work.

Mr. Foley: One can work hard and
do nothing.

Mr. Bolton: That applies to yourself.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: I cannot under-
stand why the member for Leonora
showed such heat on the question. One
would imagine that we were going to
take his livelihood from him. I trust the
motion will be earried and that the Gov-
ernment will not treat it as the Honor-
ary Minister proposes to do, namely, as
a joke.  Street betting is regarded as a
very serious evil in every part of the
civilised world and is legislated against
in every other part of Australia. As
pointed oul by the chairman of the select
commitlee, all we have in this State is
merely o municipal by-law. Tt is a re-
flection on Parlinment that such a con-
dition of affairs shonld be allowed to
continune, I trust the motion will be
carried and that the Government will
take the matter seriously and introduce
the necessary Bill. Tf there is unanimity
as to the evil of street betting, as is sug-
gested by the debate to-night, there
should be very little diseussion and the
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Bill should be passed into law with a
minimum of trouble.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Welilington)
[8.43]: I hope the sense of the House
will give a unanimous vote in favour of
the motion. As to the labours of the com-
mittee, I lave nothing to say, that point
having been dealt with by ofher members;
but as to the prevalence of evil in this
State in consequence of the avenues pro-

.vided for people to squander their money

in this disreputable way, there can be no
question. It has heen dealt with in the
Press, spoken of at pnblic meetings and,
indeed, the very faet of the appoinlment
of this select committee is proof of the
widespread nature of the evil, Some ref-
erence has been made to St. George's
terrace. I know that to pass along the
Terrace on certain days is a matter of
difficulty, espeeially in the vieinity of the
United Serviee Hotel, owing to the pre-
sence of large numbers of persons en-
gaged in street hetting and gambling,
taking ount of the pockets of people
money which conld be much hetter de-
voted to the maintenance cof wives and
children.

Mr. Foley: Do you not thiitk something
onght to be done to prevent women and
children betting at race meelings?

Mr. GEORGE: If it is impossible for
us to tackle the whole of the evil right
away, what is wrong with our making a
start on this one phase?

Mr. Poley: You are starting at the
wrong end.

Mr. GEORGE: Xo, we are not. T
disagree with that. We are starting at
the right end. A man is supposed fo be
the head of the house. Whether he is or
not is a matter of individual experienee.
However, he 15 the one to get at, More-
over, we do not find street corners
erowded with women and children betting,
but we do find them obstruéted by men
engaged in betting. There must be some
misunderstanding on the part of hon.

.members. There shonld be no altempt to

try and sprag the wheel which has been
set in molion by the hon. member, and
which is going to strike at the root of the
evil which we are dealing witb,
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Mr. Foley: You are allowing race meet-
ing then to go on?

Mr. GEORGE: T only wish the matter
was in my hands. I would satisfy the
hon. gentleman as to what drastic mea-
sures I would take. We cannol place it
in any one man’s power, however.

Mr. Foley: We are doing it now,

Mr. GEORGE: I am trying to deal
with the produels of race meetings, which
are sapping away a lot of the honesty ot
the people of the State. There are num-
bers of instances in which young fellows
liave been runined through this particular
husiness. Many instances we ean see in
vur police courls to-day, and ihere are
many instances whieh are not heard of in
the police courts at all. We cannot re-
forn a thing all at onee. Are we going
to alluw this sort of thing to go on, when
we can put a cheek in operation at onec?
When we have an opportunity of denling
with some af the evile w2 sught lu deal
with them, especially now when economy
has to he practised by us all. YWhy should
we wink our eyes at the whole concern,
at a business which is sapping away the
funds which may yet be required for the
defence of the State? I hope the Flouse
will regain its senses in connection with
the matter.

Hon, FRANK WILSON  (Sussex)
[8.47]: I could not help feeling, on lis-
tening lo the remarks of the Howorary
Minister, that it would appear at times
that the Govermment have appointed this
select committee to inquire into this most
importan! subjeet with a wish that their
labours should not be completed before
the end of this session.

The Attorney General: That is an abso-
lute imputation of motives. It is not fair
and it is not right.

Hon. FRANIX WILSON : The hon.
member has the right to appeal to His
Honour the Speaker if he does not like
the remark. 1 simply said that it would
appear to be so. That at all events is
the appearance it has. We appoinfed a
select eommittee and zave them a most
important work to perform.

Alt. Foley : And they took care they did
wot bring in their report too quickly.
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Hon. FRANK WILSON: They were
appointed for the purpose of going into
matters eonnecied with horse-racing, with
a view to the subsqueni introduclion of
legislation providing for the control of
siueh matters. The (ask whick this com-
mittee has heen called upon to perform is
almost unending. T hope, if they eannot
met a comprehensive report ready by the
time Parliament is prorogued, that they
will he constituted into a Royal Commis-
sion to eomplete their labours. I ean con-
ceive of nothing thal is of more import-
ance to the genmeral coramunity than this
question of betting, which has assumed
such gigantie proporlions in our midst of
recent vyears. Hon. members must he
aware that there are certain powers which
the Government could exercise now if
they wished to do so in the direetion indi-
caied in the interim report. They counld
prohibit betting on the racecourses if they
wished, They have nowar tn inctroet the
police. They could certainly remove the
crowds which congregate in 8t. George's-
terrace and which are a disgrace to the
capital City of our State. T believe they
have difficalty in securing convictions as
to the actual betting transactions.

Mr. Bolton: That is so.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: There is no
earthly reason why the police shounld
stand aside and allow these huge crowds
to congregate and practically take pos-
sesston of our most important thorough-
fare.  Why is not action being taken
now?

The Attorney General: Will you say
the same thing with regard to share-
brokers?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: If they were
a nuisance to the pablic T would.

The Attorney General: Are they not
gamblers 2

Alr. Bolton: They are not necessarily
that.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I should
take the same action against them if they
were an inconvenience fo lhe publie, T
should certainly move them on if they
were So.

Mr. Bolton: They may not be a menace
to the public. Tt is not that they are
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menacing a place like St. George's-ter-
raee.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I would eer-
tainly move them on if they were a
nuisanee,

Mr. Bolton: 1 do not think they are.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: 1 would
move on any section of the eommunity
which became a nuisance to the general
community, and a menace to the peace
and well-being of the publie, and they
should be suppressed by the police. This
was a very burning question before we
left office. Hon. members will know that
the leading public people in Kalgoorlie
waited on me when I was Premier and
requesied me to suppress whippet-racing,
The evidence was so overwhelming that
it had assumed very large proportions
and was a very great evil in the commun-
ity that I elosed down the racecourses.
How did 1 do it? I had no power to in-
terefere with the sport itself. The way
we did it was to instruet the police that
no belting should take place on the
courses, and as a result of that they were
closed down. When the present Minislry
came into office T suppose the instrue-
tions were eaneelled, and the conrses were
reopened and are now gog in full swing.

The Minister for Mines: They kept
cuing even after heiting was stopped.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: No, T say
they were closed down. A deputation
waited on me to show that they had been
closed down, and pleaded that they shonld
be re-opened, promising that the racing
would be conduneted on very modified
lines,

Mr. Foley: You surely do not believe
all you hear on deputations.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The poinl is
this: we have a motion moved by the
Honorary Minister himself to appoint a
select commitee of this House Lo deal with
this important question in all its phases.
There is no limit to their inquiries, and
yet when these gentlemen bring in what
I understand is an interim report, we arve.
on the anlherity of the Honorary Minis-
ter, to treat it as a joke. Surely the
dignity of Parliament ought to prevent
ns from following the Honorary Minis-
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ter’s advice in this respeect. These men
who have given their time and so much
work to the task whieh has been set them
to do, and who have examined over 40
witnesses within the last three weeks, are
entitled to some beller consideration than
that. T should be sorry indeed to serve
on any commitliee of this House if my
report, no matter wlether the Govern.
ment agreed with it or oiherwise, was lo
he treated in the same conlemptuons man-
ner as the Honorary Minister would treat
the interim report presented by this select
committee. At any rate, we should en-
desvour to give thelr recommendations
due consideration.

Mr. Tudson: We were appointed by
the House.

Ilon. FRANIK WILSON: 1 will go
further and say we are culilled to meet
their wishes if that can conveniently be
done, and if we ean agree with their
recommendations. 1t is not good enough
lo say that we have not got all we re-
quired from thal committee, and that,
therefore, we will naot act at all, and that
we shall treat their inferim report with
contempt. We are entitled, if we believe
in iheir recommendations, to go as far
in adopting them as we possibly ecan,
more especially when it is o question
of this deseription which really is grow-
ing to such proportions as to hecome a
menace to the gencral public of the
Stale. T am hound to say that during
the past few years our racecourses have
multiplied, and that race eetings have
also multiplied. This is a pernicions
slate of things. '

Mr. Heitmann: Undesirables, too, have
multiplied.

ITon. FTRANK WILSON: The result
is that many yvoung members of the fami-
lies of the State are permitted to indulge
in betling, and betting has increased en-
ormously as a consequence. In Tegard
to undesirables, T do not know whether
there is an increase of these or not. T
suppose there is,

Mr. Heitmann: Take the hack sireets;
take Wellington-streef, and vou will see.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: T should
like to put a drag-net over the whole lot
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vl them and send them to Blackboy Hill
so that they would not waste their time
in endeavouring to extract money from
the pockets of the people who ought to
be using it for puying their legilimate
debls. Why is it suggested that we must
wail until we can deal with the whole
question, and with the various phases of
betting? TIs this not one of the worsl
phases of betting, ihis sireet betting?
The committee recommend that it shall be
deait with now, Is it not right that we
should ecleanse our streets and  publie
places first, and then if we deem it ne-
cescary afterwards, we ean pgo further
and ecleanse the racecoursc of the evil?
The Government can do that now if they
like, as 1 think we have pointed ont. 1
think (hat tbhe matter of shop hetting,
which was referred to in the reporl, is
one which certainly might be dealt with
immediately. That guestion is the found-
alion of so much of the hetting by

the hookmaker. These smali shops, where
hetting is earried on in small sums, has,
I say. a deleterious effect upon women
and children, It is a wmost pernicious
evil which ought fo he stamped out from
our midst. T eannol quite understand or
get to the bottom of the underlying
motive of the member for Teonora (Mr.
Foley), who was very wraihfnl in con-
neetion with the matter.

v, Folev: T was not.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: He was
wrailiful, and perhaps he had some
cause o he, as a result of the interjec-
tions of the Whip of his party. At the
came time he usually endeavours to be
Fair on these mailers, and it scems ilo
nme that he might have treated the recom-
mendations of the select committee in
this interim report with more favourable
cousideration than he did. The speakers
who have opposed this molion have com-
menced by saymg that they wanted it
to he elearly understood that they were
opposed fo street betting, and then they
went on o argue that it did not affect
local races, at least the Honorary Minis-
ter did, and said that it was something
that was an evil beyond our borders. At

all evenls that is what I gathered from
bim,

My, Munsie: One per cent. of the bet-
ling carried on in the metropolitan area
lo-day is all that would be saved by
abolishing street betting.

The Attorney General: 1t will only
drive them into the public houses.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: I am not
@olng into intricate caleulations as to the
perceniage of belting which this will pre-
vent, bul 1 think that if we are to do
any good at all, we ought to take the
hest means in our power of doing that
little good.

Mr. Foley: I do not believe you will
curtail racing one iota by stopping it.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Then why
not stop betting altogether, and put a
stop to the whole thing? If we cannot
mininise the evil, then 1 say stop it alto-
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Mr., Munsie: Cut out 50 per cent. of
the number of race meetings.

IIon. PRANK WILSON: This is a
very imporlant question. 1 cannot be
side-fracked hy members simply treating
it in a jocular fashion. 1f it is necessary,
we ought to give additional legislation
in the direction pointed out already.
Then let ws give it and be done with it.
Let us not wait until we have a perfect
eure. 1 think that we might still adopt
the motion which has been moved, and
request the Ciovernment hy doing so to
bring down some short Bill which will
zive immediate relief, as the committee
evidenily think it will. Then T hope the
tovernment will continue the committee
in its work by way of making it into a
Roval (Commission if they eannot get
their work done before the House rises,
50 that we may next vear have prepared
for us the full recommendations as to
the best course that should he followed
by legislation of this deseription. I have
much pleasure in supporting the motion.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
P. Collier-~Boulder) [9.0]: I take ex-
ception to the leader of the Opposition’s
imputation of motives,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Motives?
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: His
statement was that the Government’s atti-
tude towards this motion was actnated
by a desire to avoid dealing with the
question in a comprehensive way.

Hon, Frank Wilson: I said it would
appear so from the remarks of the Hon-
orary Minister.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There
is not a shadow of foundation for that
statement. I think I will be able to show
the hon, member that the facts are quite
the eontrary, If the Government were
anxious to avoid dealing with the matter
in a thorough fashion we eould not do
betier than to accepl the recommendation
of the committee, and introduce legisla-
tion as directed, thereby shelving the
whole question until some future time.
The fact that we do not wish to
introduce legislation on the lines sug-
gested is because we desire, even af this
late stage, to be able to deal with the
matter in a whole-hearted and thorough
fashion.

Mr. E. B. Jobnston: This session?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes,
this session. 1 see no reason why the
select committee should not have time Lo
present its report and for Parliament Lo
deal with the matter before the session
closes.

Hon, Frank Wilson: But Cabinet has
decided otherwise.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Only
on this particular recommendation. I
will promise that if the committee present
their report in reasonable time it will be
dealt wilh {his session. We need nol
guarrel with the work of the committee.
I admit they have worked hard.  The
very facl that they have held 11 meetings
and examined 40 witnesses, is evidence
that they have been applying themselves
diligenlly to the work the House ap-
pointed them to do.

Fon. Frank Wilson:
Minister did not think se.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That
is another question, I regret that tle
committee have not been able to make
greater headway. I should imagine,
speaking as an ouisider, tbat the com-
mittee wounld bhave been able to obtfain

The Honorary
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all the evidenee that they required from
#) witnesses, at least, enough evidence
lo enable them to present a complete re-
port. How many wilnesses do they pro-
pose Lo call altgether? Ts it intended to
cail 4007 LIf representatives of the horse-
owners and trainers and the betting pub-
lie, and witnesses from all the interests
concerned are called the committee should
be able to get all the information that is
necessary.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Who is to be the
Judge as to who shall give evidence from
each of these sections?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That
should be left {o the committee's disere-
tion and good judgment. The commitbee
uave been sitting for several weeks and
have examined 40 witnesses and they are
apparently only half-way through,

Mr. Hudson: No one has suggested
that the committee are only half-way
ihrough.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon, member need mof get eross. I am
only drawing an inference from the
terms of the select comniitee’s report.
The committee have been sitting for
several weeks and they have informed the
House 1hat they hope to be able to pre-
sent a comprehensive repori before the
close of the session, and having regard
to the facl that the session is likely to
close in three or four weeks' time, 1 can
vnly assume that they are a long way
{rom the end of their labours when they
find it possible to only present an interim
veport.  The Government are genuinely
desirous of dealing with the matter this
session, and it is hecause we believe that
to inlroduce legislalion on the lines re-
commended will have little effeet, that
we do not think the time of Parliament
shonld be taken up with it. A Bill to
stop street betting or shop betting must
he regarded in the light of its relative
lmportance to other legislation which has
been set aside during the session be-
canse Lhere has been insufficient time to
deal with it. AMany Bills have been laid
aside and they have been Bills of infin-
itely more importance and of more far-
reaching consequence to the general com-
munity than the measure suggesied by
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the select committee. Those Bills bave
been laid aside because it has been con-
sidered that there would not be sufficient
fime to deal with them, and now we are
asked to take up a Bill at this late stage
which will aceomplish nothing.  After
all, many members exaggerate the effect
that sireet betting has upon the general
community. Who -are the gentlemen to
be found in front of the United Service
hotel in St. George's-terrace congregated
for the purpose of betting?

Member: They ought to be at the
front.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They
are men who will not go to the front and
they will bet in spite of the laws that are
in existenece, They are hardened sinners;
they are confirmed gamblers, and if we
suppress them in St. George’s-terrace or
prevent them from beiting there, they will
find other means of betting, It is of far
more importance to the country that we
should prevent people from going to the
trots on Saturday evening, and reduce
the number of meetings so that we might
lessen betting amongst the general com-
mupily, From time to time aetion bas
been taken against street betting.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Still the crowd
is swelling.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is
Hlegal but it is diffieult to get a eonvie-
tion, ’

Mr. Taylor: The convictions are only
spasmodic.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That
is so. The same thing applies to shop
betting. There is very little shop bet-
ting in Perth and Fremantle. Certainly it
is not of sufficient importance to justify
the House taking up the matter at this
stage and dealing specially with that
phase of horse-racing in view of the fact
that there has been a general desire to
set aside legislation of greater import-
ance. I hope that tbe seleci commiftee
will even at this late hour pursue its
labours with a desire to present a report
before the session closes, and I think we
wil] be justified in assuming that the
House will not require very much time to
deal with any Bill that might be framed
on the recommendations of the committee.
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The committee is representative of both
Houses and we have it from the members
themselves that they have spared no
efforts to get to the bottom of the mai-
ter. That being the case, if a recommen-
dation is submitted, I thiok that recom-
mendation will be of suech a character
as will enable the House to pass it with-
out any serious delay. It is not the
amount of betting tbat takes place in the
streets which is of serious consequence,
but it is the nnmber of race meetings that
are held from week to week and from
month to month.

Mr. Hudson: Do you suggest there is
an evil in horse-racing apart from the
gambling aspect?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Per-
haps not, but what is proposed by the
committee is only a drop in the ocean
as regards the general betting that takes
place on horse-racing, and the only effec-
tive way to lessen the amount of betting
is to reduce the number of race meetings
held on the various racecourses in the
State.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: The best way to
bring about that reduction is to do away
with the bookmakers,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Per-
haps that would be the best way. . We
know of course that it is illegal for
the bookmaker to ply his ecaliing, but by
the general conmsent of the powers that
be for many years he has been allowed to
pursue that calling, and I do not think
it would be advisable to step in and in-
terfere until such time as Parliament has
fully dealt with the whole quesfion, I
can assure the select committee if they
will e¢ontinue their labours and present a
report in anything like reasonable
time——

Mr, Hudson: Will you fix a time?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I can-
not, for the reason that it is impossible
to say how long the session will last, but
even in tlie last few days of the session
if a report is presented and a Bill ean be
framed on the lines of the recommenda-
tions contained in the report, I am sure
it will hkave the general approval of
members,
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Mr, Hudson: Youn are puatting uap
big barbed wire entanglements.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I can
give the hon. member an assurance that
the Crovernment will go on with the mat-
ter. On the recommendations submiited
at this stage, whilst they are very good
in their way, the Government are not
justified in bringing in a Bill.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret) [9.13]:
I desire to support the motion moved in
favour of giving effect to the select eom-
mittee’s report. We have heard a good
deal about this motion not going far
enough, and that it is merely o recom-
mendatien whieh it was not quite within
the functions of the committes to deal
with. Let that be as it may, the ecom-
mittee investigating the evils of racing
were sulficiently seized with the faci that
gambling was pretty rife in the form of
street betting, and they decided that a
start should be made with the suppres-
sion of that street betting. I have no
knowledge of the evidenee which has been
presented to the select committee, hut T
have some knowledge of the way lorse-
racing is conducted in three or four of
the States of the Commonwenlih, and [
venture to submit that if we take the
street betting in Perth, we will find that
it takes place largely on race meetings
over which this Parlinment has no con-
trol, that 15 to say, races which ave taking
place in the Eastern States. If that be
s0 o measure to minimise racing or to
shorten the number of race meetings will
not affeet street betling. If my state-
ment he correct, that the street hetting
done in Perth is largely on racing taking
place in the Fastern States——

Hon. J. D. Connolly: It amornts to
the same thing.

Mr. TAYLOR : We have heard the
Aeting Premier contend that a Bill on
these lines would not be sufficiently com-
prehensive, because it does not interfere
with horse-racing. Gambling, in the
opinian of the select commitiee, is highly
ohjectionable and they think that any
Bill which will curtail that phase of
horse-racing is necessary, and they ask
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this House to take such steps as will eur-
tail street betting, 1 do not know
whetler there is mueh street befting in

Perth. T have seen large congregations
of men in St. George's-terrace on a
Saturday. I do not know whether ihey

are belting or what they are doing. I
bave never made a bet on a horse-roce
in my life.

Hon. J. D. Conunolly: You have seen
them lietting on the streets, thongl.

Mr., TAYLOR: T have seen as mueh
gambling as most people. 1 think if this
amount of gambling is going on, it ean
enly be venched by a measure of this
kind, and I think the argnment is not
sound which says that we should deal
with the whele gnestion of horse-racing
before we deal with that evil. I believe
the commiltee which lias investigated this
question has done good work. They have
held many sittings and examined many
witnesses. If they lave exaniined as
many as they say, they have not lost
much time. We know {hat the ramifica-
tions of horse-racing in WWestern Aus-
tralia are of such a character Lhat the
commiitee would not he doing justice to
the Parliament which appointed them
unless they investigated and examined a
large number of people. The idea sug-
gested by fthe Minister for Mines, that
oneg or two representative men—horse
owners, trainers, and bookmakers—might
frame a report upon whicly the committee -
conld suggest legislation is ahsurd. Whe
13 going to be the judge as to who are
representative pcople? What organisa-
tion is going to colleel the information?
Or, is it suggested the chairman of the
select committee should decide which of
these different sections examined by the
committee are to bé accepted as repre-
sentative?

Hon. J. D. Connolly: The committes
would not be justified in turning down
one of them,

Mr. TAYLOR: That is so. The Par-
liament of the State has delegated cer-
tain powers to the eommittee with in-
structions to bring forward a tangible.
schems upon which legislation might be



{22 SepreumBER, 1915.]

The committee is
in a manner

drafled and passed.
carrying out that duty
crediiable to themselves. They have gone
exhaunstively inlo the question in the
time at their disposal; they have done
particularly well. They have suggested
lo this Chamber that certain things are
necessary, that it is necessary lo initiate
steps in certain divections; and the Houvse
is not prepared to aeccept the recom-
mendation made on inveshigalion by a
committee appointed by itself. If this
be an evil attendant on lorse-racing in
Western® Australia, let us deal with some-
thing the committee has recommended,
and recommended not without much con-
sideration. TLet us slop sireet betting
and shop betting, if it be illegal, and let
the committee bring down their reasons
for recommending to the House that
legislation of this character he intro-
duced. TIf the eommittee fail to justify
their Bill T shall oppose it.” T am not
going on blindly. The eammitice
nave to support their recommendation by
evidence, and T helieve they will he able
to do that. The House would be unwise,
and al least unfair to the commnittee, if
they do not accept the recommendation
which the committee has seen fit to make
in this interim report. The report deals
with {he question of street betting, cover-
ing only a small area in Perth and a
small area in Kalgonrlie; and if the eom-
mittee are not eapable of making a satis-
factory rvecommendtion to this House
when they suggest the bringing down of
this legislation. thev are, in my opinion,
totally incapable of recommending legis-
lation on the wider question of the eur-
tailment of horse-racing throughout the
leneth and breadth of Wesiern Australia.
I hope the resolution moved by the
chairman of the sclect committee will he
carried hv the House and will he given
effect to by the Government.

My, GILCHRIST ((ascoyne) [9.20]:
T do not wish to deal with this matter at
anv length, but rise to protest against the
tippant manper in which the Honorary
Minister—and T presume he was voieing
the gencral atfitude of the Ministry—
dealt with this matter. T also profest

T
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aguinst the charges that have been made
by several members. It has been a reve-
lation to me, as a member of the com-
mittee to note the thoroughness with
which members of the committee have
given up their private business and many
other duties in order to prosecute this
very lmportani inquiry. The labours of
the committee are not confined to the 11
meetings whieh are stated in the interim
report to have been held. The members
of the committee have gone fo a great
deal of trouble in other directions to get
first-hand information on the question.
I was surprised at the attitude adopted

by the member for Leonora (Mr. Foley),

as in several privale conversations I bave
had with him, and from the information
that he was able to give me on the race-
courses, I am quite convinced that he is
as sincere as any member of this House’
on the question of racing reform He
manes the statement that the commitiee is
guilly of stonewalling in introducing this
interim report. If we had any desire to
stonewall, is it not more likely that we
would not have presented any report at
all, but would have eontinued the hear-
ing of evidence until the House rose and
so avoided the necessity for bringing any
report to this House? The reason why
the interim report was introduced is that
the members of the commiliee were ab-
solutely unanimous with regard to those
two items of very needed reform. If we
had stayed at this stage to discuss all the
intricate problems which are involved in
our inguiry, I venture to say that we
would still be discussing them and no re-
port at all wounld be before the House.
Members will understand from the little
experience we have had in the discussion
in this House on the interim report on a
matter which, if wa probed it to the bot-
tom, members are practically unami-
mong upon, that there is no chance of
unanimity amongst the members on some
of those pressing problems connected
with racing reform. We therefore thought
it hetter to take ihe two ifems upon which
we were agreed and ask that these be
dealt with by legislation before the pre-
sent session closed.
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Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister} : They are not the most im-
portant points,

AMr. GILCHRIST: They are not re-
cognised by any member of the commit-
tee as the most important points, but we
recognise that the points are important
and should be immediately dealt with. T
would like to point out another thing,
that we are merely affirming something
that has already been affirmed. In the
comprehensive report which will be
brought before the House, there will be a
number of recommendations for abso-
lutely new moves in the direction of
racing teform; but here we merely ask
the House to affirm two principles that
have already heen affirmed by the coun-
try-—one that shop betting should be
stopped, for which there is already legis-
lation and on which the police are asking
for a definite instruection from the Ad-
ministration; and in the other case for
the sioppage of street betting, on which
there is a by-law of the Perth muniei-
pality, which has proved ineffective.
Therefore, rather than that the session
should close without any practical re-
sult from our arduous work, we thought
it would be well to present an interim re-
port so that action ecould be taken im-
mediately. The Acting Premier gave us
an undertaking that if this motion were
defeated a Bill would be introduced by
the Mimistry to give effect to the full
report of the commitiee, if there was
anything like unanimity amongst the
members with regard to it. The Acting
Premier was quite safe in making that
promise, because it is utterly impossible
for any hody of men to be absolutely
unanimous on'a question so bristling with
difficulties. I ask that the House will
adopt this resolution and that the Min-
istry will immediately give effect to the
will of the House.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Perth)
[9.27]: T ean scarcely appreciate the
oprosition shown by the Honorary Min-
ister to the motion moved by the chair-
man of the select commiitee, as this
select ecommittee was appointed for the
purpose of recommending some way by
which racing could be redaced. I think
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it 1s within the knowledge of every mem-
ber of this House that the most effective
way to reduce racing is to prohibit as far
as possible the gnmbling element attached
to raeing, Undoubtedly, if you prohibit
bookmaking, you would regulate racing
in a way better and surer than any other
which conld be devised.

Member:
Kalgoorlie.

It stopped foot racing in

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The position
is, as we have been fold by several mem-
bers, that ithe commitiee has gone thor-
oughly into this matter. On this question
of raeing, whether it be in the ecommittee
ar in the House, it is not likely that mem-
bers will be unanimous.” The ecommittee,
having come to that eonclusion, it was
felt that if a eomprehensive Bill was to
be introduced, there would be little
chance of having it passed through Par-
liament this session. The eommittee were
so impressed with the necessity for doing
something that they made this reecom-
mendation. Undoubtedly this is a time
when we should enforce economy on the
people. The Honse has already recog-
nised thai prineiple by passing a Liquor
Reform Bill. The same thing applies in
the case of street hetting. If this metion
be earried it will prohibit street betting.
The law to-day is not sufficient to sup-
press street or shop betting, We have a
law which is sufficient to prevent betting
on the racecourses. If the House agress
to the motion, it will be prima facie evi-
denee that the House wishes the Gov-
ernment to enforece the Police Act and
the Criminal Code to prevent bookmak-
ing on racecourses. [f those Acts had
been enforced it would not now be
necessary to regulate racing. Raeing,
in itself is not objectionable, apart
from the gambling element. Tt is a
well-known fact that these unregistered
racecourses could not exist if the hook-
maker was prohibited from plying his
calling there. The registered courses
would certainly continue and progress
with the assistance of the totalisator,
which is not an objectionable form of
gambling or even gambling at all as com-
pared with the bookmaker.
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Mr. Foley: It is worse in a great many
instances.

Hon. J. D. CONNOQLLY: It is a legi-
timate investment as compared with bet-
ting with the bookmaker, which is a mere
chance. Raecing would undoubtedly im-
prove if bookmaking were done away
with altogether, We would have wmen
taking up raeing in a sheer spirit of
sport. Fifty per cent of those whao in-
dulge in racing to-day are not sportsmen
at all but simply gamblers, knowing
nothing about a horse. They bet in =«
very objectionable way for the sake of
gambling. I{ bhookmakers were doue
away with altogether people would breerd
horses and run them for the sake of
sport. I lope the House will earry the
motion by such a majority that the Gov-
ernment, notwithstanding the remarks of
the Honorary Minister, wiil feel that they
are bound to bring in a Bill to entirely
suppress street betting, and that they
must also enfores the Pslice Aci and do
away with the bookmaker on all race-
courses.

Mr. ROBINSON (Canning) [9.347:
At this time of stress, a time which we
hope never to see again—I hope the
Honorary Minister will do something
other than laugh and snigger when a
member rises to speak—at a time of siress
like the present, all the money the people
possess should bhe induced into proper
trading channels. A lot of the money of
the peaple to-day is being used in a way
in which it should not be used. Betting is
growing, When we take toll of the tax
that is paid on hetting, we find it is one
of the heads of revenue, probably tle
only one, which has increased.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : This motion does not deal with
that part of it.

Mr. ROBINSON: Under the heading

of “totalisator tax” for 1914 the tax pail
amounted to £12,070.
Mr. Foley: And it would be a lot
more if the Government got the fractions.
Hon. J. D. Connolly: It will be a lot
more if the Government do away with
the bookmaker.
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Mr. ROBINSON: And yet in a year
of war, the most critical year this coun-
iry has ever passed through, when there
has been less money available for publie
and private purposes, when we are all
urged to be careful and to save our
money, we find that the tax paid is more
than in the previous year, that for 1915,
it amounts to £12,125,

Hon. R. H. TUnderwood (IHonorary
Minister) ;: Why not deal with it?

Mr. ROBINSON: Be quiet, Sir! I
hope, Mr. Speaker, you will not think I
am usurping your funetions, but the Hon-
orary Minister annoys every member in
the House, and [ am quite sure he annoys
you teo. When the tax on betting shows
an increase it means that betting has in-
creased, and 1 say that in this time of
stress,we should lock to see that betting
and racing shall deerease. Therefore 1
welcone  the report of the commiltee
which says in the first instaiee, before
we are able to grapple with this big
guestion, we recommend Parliament to
put a stop to some phases of betting.

Mr., Foley: And still allow ihe same
scope for the revenne to improve,

Mr, ROBINSON: If the member for
Leonora thinks the motion does not go
far enough he can amend the motion,
making it go further still, and stop all
grades and classes of betting.

The Minister for Mines: We get no
tax from the betting this motion deals
with.

Mr. ROBINSON: T am only showing
this is an index generally to fthe betting
that is going on.

The Minister for Mines:
we want to deal with.

Mr, ROBINSON: You can do all these
things, but let us do each of them in its
proper turn. What we are trying for at
present is to make the ecommunity more
thrifty. I object very much to finding in
respect to heads of public revenue, a
falling off in all directions; when I run
my eye over the various heads, such as
land tax, income tax, stamp duly, land
sales, mining, railways, tramways, and so
on, through the whole list I find in each
case there is a decrease in revenue, con-

That is what
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sequent, of course, upon the drought and
the war and the abnormal conditions. Yet
when I find on the contrary that the tax
on the totalisater has increased, showing
that betting in that direetion hbas in-
crensed also, T say it is time for the
House io interfere.

Mr. HUDSON (Yilgarn—in reply)
[9.40]: Possibly if the time occupied in
the debate had been applied to the eon-
sideration of the proposed Bill, it would
have been dealt with and carried ere this.
T do not intend to labour the question
any further. Any arguments put up
against the motion have been fully re-
plied to by other speakers, and partien-
larly by members of the select committee,
who have a closer and more intimate
knowledge of the workings of that com-
mittee. I feel sorry for the acting Pre-
mier in the position in which he finds
himself in having to defend the attitude
of the Goverument in this case, and I
feel sure he will take the remarks made
to-night on this motion in a proper spirii.
Moreover, T am convinced that the motion
will be carried, and I hope that, on re-
flection, the Minister will see it is the de-
sire of the House.that some action should
be taken in the direction indicated.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) interjected.

i HUDSON: 1 have not made any
remarks to the Honorary Minister, be-
lieving as I do that the best way to treat
him is to disregard him altogetler.

Question put and passed.

BILL — MARRIAGE ACT
MENT.

Second Reading.

Order of the Day read for the resump-
tion, from 15th September, of the debate
on the second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

AMEND-

In Commiitee,
Bill passed through Committee with-
oul. debate, reported without amendment,
and the report adepted.

[ASSEMBLY.

BILL—VERMIN BOARDS ACT

AMENDMENT.

Sccond Reading.

Debate resumed from the 14th Sep-
tomber.

Mr. GILCHRIST (Gascoyne) [9-45]:
I take up the case of the Lower Gas-
coyne pastoralists, not as & specisl
pleader in a weak cause, but with the
sincers conviction that their case is
unanswerable and is based upon the most
elementary principles of fair govern-
ment. It is a small thing to ask that
members should approach the matter
with open minds and give to my ad-
voeacy the fair and attontive hearing,
which is the more necessary in view of
the fact that I am the only member
who has seen the Gascoyne vermin fence
and the only member who has had an
opportunity to come into touch with all
the settlers or even s majority of the
settlers affected by it. My knowledge
of the circumstances surrounding the
matter and of the settlers’ opinions
and demands with regard to it might
therefore, be considered to a large ex-
tent to be authoritative. DBelore re-
viewing the position, I lay down the
proposition that the settlers within the
Gascoyne vermin fence are honourable
men. They do not desire and have
never suggested any repudiation of
their honourable obiigations. Unless the
unfair and groundless charge that the
ratepayers of the Gascoyne vermin dis-
trict are ondeavouring to beat the
Government for £66,000 is dropped, it
is waste of time to further appeal to this
House for justice and protection. In
moving the second reading of this Bill
the Minister for Lands said—

I want members to realise the seri-
ousness of the question. It is a very
sorious thing indeed, inasinuch as the
Government invested £66,000 on the
distinct and definite guarantee of
honourable men to refund it. To
assist any section of the community to
use & technical error or & small omission
in regard to the creation of a district
as 8 means of avoiding their liahility
and practically taking from the people
of this Statec a swn of £66,000 would
be distinctly unfair.
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The Minister for Lends: What was
done last session ?

Mr. GILCHRIST : When the member
for Subiaco (Mr. B. J. Stubbs) was speak-
ing on the Address-in-reply he made
reference to the Gascoyne vermin fence
and the Premier interjected—* So long
as they—that is the Gascoyne pastoral-
ists—continue their present attitude,
it is nothing short of robbery,” and the
member for Subiaco continued, * Ab-
solute robbery. They are breaking
& distinet promise ; they secured the
monegy under false pretences and are now
repudiating their transaetion.”

The Minister for Lands: What did
they do last session ?

Mr. GILCHRIST: I will deal with
that presently. The Minister for Lands,
in reporting to this House at the close
of last session, the failure of the conference
betweon the managers of the two Houses
in regard to sn amendiment to the Bill
insisted on by another place, said—

~ The Honorary Minister tried to

- gonvince the Council managers that this

" was an honourable undertaking en-
tered into evidently by honourable
men, and that it would be wrong for
any branch of the Legislature to use
their position in the direction of giving
these men &n opportunity to repudiate
an honourable understanding.

The Minister for Works : Somo of them
are repudiating it to-day.

Mr. GILCHRIST : If these insinua-
tions were confined to members of the
Government and their supporters, I would
have nothing more to say with regard
to this charge, but I find that the leader
of the Opposition said, by way of inter-
jection, * These people must not be
allowed to shirk their responsibilities.”
This only goes to show the extent of the
miseonception of the position amongst
hon. members and the barrier of pre-
judice which will have to be broken
down before the Gascoyne gets a fair
deal from this House in regard to the
matter.

The Minister for Lands:
nonsense.

Mr. GILCHRIST: When the amend-
ing Bill was before another place last
session, assurances were given that our
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settlers were prepared to shoulder the
whole of this debt. BSir Edward Wit-
tencom, who has come in for the bulk
of the criticism with respect to the
action of another place in amending the
Bill said—
It has been said in another place, in
& most unfeeling and thoughtless
manner, that this is becoming a common
sort of thing. A lot of people rush into
& business of this kind, ask the Govern-
ment for the money, get all they can,
spend it as quickly as possible, and
when it has gone, ask to be relieved
of the burden. Not one of thess
settlers has expressed such a sentiment.
They do not wish to depart from their
undertaking, end their desire is to
repay every penny to the Govern-
ment if the Government by assisting
them will place them in a position to
do so. There is no repudiation on
their part. Thev are not asking the
Government to let them off, but they
desire to be placed in such a position
that they will be able to pay off this
money during & period of years,
providing interest and sinking fund
so that the State shail not suffer any
loss.

Then later on, Sir Edward Wittenoom
said—

They do not propose to repudiate
any part of this debt, but they desire
to pay off what they owe. It is a
larga sum of money for 39 men to
pay, end represents over £2,000 apiece
. ... All they want is reasonable
time and reasonable conditions under
which to pay the money. Of course
they cannot keep up the fence.

In a letter I wrote to the Minister from
Carnarvon on the 1st February of this
year, forwarding a resolution of the
pastoralists within the fence, I said—

There is not the slightest suggestion
that our obligations should be in any
way repudiated, and the burden of
the £66,000 will be honourably iaced.

I enclosed a letter from one of the smallest
of the squatters, one of the hardest
pressed of them, which might be taken
as a fair sample of the pastoralists’
opinion on this matter. After recom-
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mending that the fence should now be
made sheep proof only, he said— ¥

Why not our Government take over
the rabbit proof fence and give all
station owners long terms to get this
debt paid off ?

That does not sound like repudiation.
Add to this the resolution passed bv the
Gascoyne pastoralists at the beginning of
January of this year, which contained
this sentence—

They recognise the responsibility of
the expense of erection, and are pre-
pared to pay this if reasonsble time
is allowed, but protest strongly against
aeny further liability being incurred
on their behalf.

Last of all there is my statement when
I was speaking on the Address-in-reply—

I absolutely deny that there ever
has been from an authoritative
source the slightest suggestion of re-
pudiation.

In face of these repeated assurances I
say it is distinctly unjust for the Minister
and members of this House to assert,
and persist in asserting, that the Gascoyne
pastoralists are attempting to get at
the State to the extent of £66,000, or
to otherwise repudmte thelr responm
bility. oo :

The Minister for Works :
they pay it ?

Mr. GILCHRIST : I will explain that
further on. I say positively that if the
Minister would meet us in conference
in a spirit of compromise and with a
readiness to recognise our undoubted
local rights, the deadlock would be
overcome in 24 hours, and the State’s
moneys would be fully safe-guarded.
What does this Bill propose ?

Thoe Minister for Lands: We must get
this Bill through.

Mr. GILCHRIST : The Bill proposes
to remove flaws in the principal Aet in
order to clear a way for the Minister
to flout the wishes of local settlers in a
matter that is exclusively local.

The Minister for Lands: Now you are
getting on dangerous ground.

Mr. GILCHRIST: I am willing to
remain there, and to show that I am
on firm ground. If this Bill is passed in
its present form, the Minister will have

Why do not
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the power to flont the wishes of the lacal
peaople with regard to & matter that is
exclusively local, and to foree his will
upon them in an arbitrary manner, and
unquestionably with disastrous results to
struggling settlers. The Gascoyne ver-
min fence is 327 miles long and runs
northward from Shark Bay, starting at
about the mouth of the Wooramel River,
curving to the east slightly and finishing
in the waters of Exmouth Gulf, crossing
innumerable c¢reeks and water-courses
on the way. It cost about £200 a mile,
although the work was let by open tender.
The c¢onstruction was supervised by
officers appointed by the locally-electod
board, but the preliminary arrangements
were made by a board nominated by
the Government., The fence originated
through an agitation in the Gascoyne dis-
trict for protection from the rabbits that
wereinside the No. 2fence. These had ap-
parently penetrated through the two
great Governrent fences and, were known
to be making their way northward along
the coast. The first idea was for a
foence to be built practically due east
from Shark Bay, starting at about
Hamelin Pool and finishing where the
northward line of the No. 2 fence ends
and the fence bends round to the No. 1
fence. If this fonce had been con-
structed I am satisfied it would have
cost considerably less, and I think I am
safe in saying that it would have cost
considerably loss than one-half of what
the Gascoyne vermin fence has cost, and
in addition it would have protected the
whole of the North-West. The Minister
of the day turned the proposal down and
the local pastoralists, convineced that
they were faced by a real rabbit peril,
asked for power to tax themselves in
order to build a fence of their own.
This power waa granted. This ex-
tent of the ares to be fenced was
gtill wvague, though the east and west
proposal had been asbandoned. I find the
Minister inn charge of the Vermin Boards
Bill (Hon. J. Mitchell) told the House in
1908 that the measure was introduced
“ at the request of the pastoralist and
stock owners generally throughout the
State.” The member for Pilbara (Hon.
R. H. Underwood), who knew more
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about the Northem conditions than at
leest 46 other members of the House
seid

Hon. H. B. Lefroy:

Do you mean

then ?
Mr. GILCHRIST: I mean at any
time, He said—

The number 1 fence has protected
us so far, and I think it will be some
years before the rabhits reach us. If
the people in the Ashburton district
get thoroughly and quickly to work
the rabbits may be prevented from
gottinginto the Pilbara district. T think,
therefore, that the latter district should
pay their sharo for the destruction
of rabbits in the Gascoyne.

I can assure the House that the large
majority of the settlers in the Gascoyne
did not know that they were taking quite
isolated action, and that they were quite
unaware that such an undertaking was
contemplated until the limited area was
dofinad, vonsiruction  begun  and
the first rate notices issued. Within
two years after the Vermin Board Act
became law the drought was upon us.
In one season most of the flocks had heen
reduced to & half or even a third, and
many of them to a quater of the previous
numbers.
members that the previous position will
not be recovered for another three years.
For four seasons the drought continued
in unexampled severity. There was
no chance of recuperation, practically
no sources of revenuo, and old set-
tlers who had thought that their time
of struggle, stinting and anxiety wes over
wero faced with ruin. As a result of
their unfortunate experiences the arrears
commenced to mount up. In one case
the arresrs rose to a sum of £700, in
another case to £500, and thero was
several cases where they amounted to
£400 and £300. These arrears have
to be paid in addition to the current
rate which is going on, and which for
each ratepayver ranges from £250 to £400
8 man. The Vermin Bosard found it
impossible to collect the rates and aditer
s time gave up the attempt to do so,
and subsequently the Government took
over the functions of the board. The
sale] of the plant by the bailiff, pre-

v
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sumably at the instance of the Govern-
ment, at sacrifice prices, oceurred just
bofore this. The Government were in
most cases the purchasers, I presume
on behalf of the ratepavers who were
the owners of the property.

Hon. J. D. Connolly : 'When was this ?

Mr. GILCHRIST: That occurred
either in the last two months of the

last year, or in the first two months
of this year. I am not sure of the
oxact date,

Hon. J. D. Conneolly: Was that

before the Bill of last session ?

Mr. GILCHRIST : That was before the
Bill of last session.

The Minister for Lands : T think it was
after. It was to pay the wages of the
men which were in arreers.

Mr. GILCHRIST : The point I wish to
make in regard to that is that the Govern-
ment were taking over the Vermin
Board’s affairs apparently on behalf of
the ralopayers. I the rate-
payers’ property sold and bought some
of it back on behalf of the ratepayers.

The Minister for Lands: That i3 not
correct. The Government did not have
it sold. The wages men had it sold.

Mr. GILCHRIST: Tirst of all we
appenled to the Government, but they
practically recommended that this should
be done.

The Minister for Lands : No, we simply
said we refused to take any liability
and the men themselves took action.
In order to protect the men and to see
that they got the wages we bought the
material. Wo did it out of ¢consideration
to the men whoso wages had been in
arrears for three months.

Mr. GILCHRIST : I accept the ex-
planation of the Minister for Lands.
I do not wish to be unfair. 1 wish to
state the case for the pastoralists as
¢learly as possible and not to over-state
it, for I realise that a case that is over-
stated quickly breaks down. I wish to
convince the House, and not merely to
make out a case that will put me
right with the Gascoyne people. Mean-
while the drought had broken, and
the fence had its first real testing.
The innumserable  water-courses 1
have mentioned came down in torrents,

laall
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and damage was done to the fonce
to the extent of over £3,000. I wish
to impress two facts upon the House.
- The first is, that before the new expendi-
ture of £3,000 or £4,000 was entered
upon by the Government, the depart-
ment apparently made no attempt to
disecover their legal position in regard
to the recovery of rates. In July, 1914,
the Terr case was heard in the local
court in Carnarvon and the local magis-
trate decided against the board. Im-
mediately, the board intimated to the
Government that flaws in the Act pre-
vented them from collecting the rates.
Instead of at once testing the easo by
an appeal, months were allowed to elapse
during which—and this is an important
point—arrears were piling up against
the settlers, and the fenve was being
neglected and falling into disrepair.

The Minister for Lands: Why did
they not pay up the arrecars ? There was
no need to allow the fence to go into
disrepair.

Mr. GILCHRIST : Why should some
of them be obliged to pay, while others
were nobt paying and were being pro-
tected by flaws in the Act? The
Minister ultimately brought in a measure
in January last validating certain illogsal
Acts of the Gascoyne board and correct-
ing the flaws in the Act. When that Bill
was abandoned the Minister immedintely
set about expending the sum of £3,000 in
the way of repairs. Now we are informed
that the Crown Law Department has
said that the Carnarvon local court’s
decision was wrong, and therciore the
amending Bill which had caused so much
trouble between the two Houses in
Jaunary was altogether unnecessary ; but
that there were other flaws in the Act
which must be rectified. The Gascoyne
people naturally ask why they have
been subjected to all the inconvenience
of accumulating arrears, during the many
months interval between the decision of
the Carnarvon local court and the
securing of opinion from the Crown
Law officers.

The Minister for Lands: That is a
matter for the board. We had no power
or intercst in it. We could not take
action.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. GILCHRIST: The Minister did
have an interest in the case, The Ack
says that if the interests of the Govern-
ment are not being conserved by the
hoard, if the rates are not being
collected, the Government can step in
and teke over the affairs of the board.
The board, immoediately after the caso,
went against them, informed the Govern-
ment, T think by urgent wire, that flaws
in the Act made it impossible to collect
the rates. Was it not possible for tho
Minister to have brought down a Bill
during that session to enable the matter
to be roctified ?

The Minister for Lands : 1t was for the
bosrd to appeal agoinst the decision
of the magistrate.

Mr. GILCHRIST : The board had no
money to appeal with, or to pay wages

with. They had to withdraw all their
mern.

The Minister for Londs: T had no
power to appeal against it. I was not

a party to the action.

Mr. GILCHRIST: Ii the Minister
had guaranteed the position the nppeal
would have been made. He knew that,
as tho board had failed, the Govern-
ment would have to take possession.
If the Minister—I do not think it was
the hon. member, but the Hon. T.
H. Bath—had immediately taken action
and seen that an appeal was brought
befors the courts in Perth the present
ungatisfactory position would not have
been dragging on so long.

Hon. J. D. Connolly:
ministering the fence now ?

Mr. GILCHRIST : The Minister for
Lands. The second point I wish to
impress upon the Fouse is that weeks
before the Minister incurred this new
expenditure hie received & resolution {rom
the Gascoyne pastoralists definitely ask-
ing to be relieved of the burden of main-
taining the fence, either by the fcnce
being maintained at Government cost
or else by abandoning it altogether. In
either ¢ase the pastoralists assured the
Minister that they would be responsible
for the whole of the debt incurred in
the eraction of the fence. I defer
until later in my speech tho guestion
of the wisdom of abandoning the fence,

Who is ad-
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out for the present stress the fact
shat the settlers of the district resolved
shat so far as they were concerned the
‘ence must no longer be maintained at
ocal cost. The department has seen
it to absolutely ignore this resolation,
wnd, therefore, I claim that the depart-
nent is responsible for the expenditure
m the fence since February of this
year.

The Minister for Lands:
repudiation is it ?

Mr. GILCHRIST : How can the Min-
ster say it is repudiation when the
sascoyne people assert that they are
ully ready to shoulder the whole of the
lebt, but that so far as they are con-
lerned the fence must no longer be
naintained at their expense.

The Minister for Lands: In other
vords, they desire the fence to go teo
ack and ruin and then lezd us to believe
hat they are prepared to pay £66,000.

Mr. GLAOHRIST: Thet is exactly
he casa. s

The Minister for Lands: If the Bill
rasses I will believe it. 1 am prepared
o meet them and discuss the matter.

Mr. GILCHRIST : I will tell the Min-
ster later on what I will do in order
o offect a compromise which the
wople are willing tc make. 1 take
ny stend upon the rights of local
utononty. Who asked for the fence
n the first place and who borrowed the
aoncy ? No one but these few Gas-
oyne pastoralists. It was as purely
aal ws  the construction of a
treet in Carnarvon, or the establish-
1ent of waterworks in that town. And
ave not local bodies, not to speak of
tate Ministries, the right to reverse
isastrous policies, consistently of course
fith the safety of mortgagees' securities
nd the payment of the whole of the
abilitics of the undertaking ?

Mr. O'Loghlen: The roads and the
raterworks would benefit the whole
f the community.

Mr. GILCHRIST : They would benefit
1e whole of the lecal community.

Mr. O'Loghlen : The fences do not.

AMr. GILCHRIST: I say the fonce is
s purely a local undertaking as is the
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construction of a Carnarvon street or a
Carnarvon waterworks.

The Minister for Lands: DBut it is
totally different from a financial point
of view.

Mr. GILCHRIST : The Minister knows
that in certain quarters there is an opinion
in favour of the abandonment of all the
Government rabbit-proof fences. I ven-
ture to express the opinion that if this
becomes a question of practical politics,
the question whether there has heen
full return for the money spent in those
undertakings will never be considered,
but terely the question of the effective-
ness of the fences and the ability of the
State to continue to pay for them. I am
convinced that 1 am on firm ground, and
that the local settlers are fully entitled
to ory a halt on the conbinuance of
expenditure which has proved to be
buyond their means. Now let me deal
with the question of tha wiadom of
abandoning this particular fence. The
local people have paid to the Government
£9,800 in intorest and over £4,000 off the
principal, or a total of £14,000.

The Minister for Lands : And they are
in arrears how much ?

Mr, GILCHRIST : T will deal with the
arrears before I close. The local people
now propose to tax themselves to the
extent of £4,000 or £5,000 per annum
for interest end sinking fund on a dead
horse. Further than that, some of the
postoralists who have been paying right
up to the time that the deadlock occurred
inform me that they are willing the
whole of the arrears owing by the small
men should now be pooled and added to
the prinecipal debt, and that they will
take their share of paying interest and
sinking fund on those arrears.  Are
not the facts that I have been giving
the House sufficient guarantee of the
bona fides of these 39 men, not to speak
of the 13 men who paid right up to the
time of the deadlock ? They have not
lightly come to their decision to aban-
don the fenge. They realise that if the
fence is abandoned there will be & heavy
impost upon them without any aceru-
ing benefit in the way of protection from
rabbit invesion. They argue that it
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would be a more serious disaster to have
the rate forced upon them still, than to
have the rabbits coming into their
territory.  Some go 80 far as to say that
if the Minister has the power, and de-
cides to continue, to enforce the full
rate and maintain tho fence at their
cost, they will, notwithstanding, have
the rabbifs in addition to the crippling
rate. In my opinion it is o pity that the
agitation of 1908 in favour of the east and
west fence was not persisted in, because
if constructed, it would have run for the
most part with the creeks, and would
not have heen s0 liable to damage by
the rains, But now, when the winter
raing come, the innumerable creeks
crossing the fence break down many
of the panels, and doays elapse before
the gangs are able to reach the spot
and effect repairs. Meanwhile are
the rabbits magnanimously held back
rather than take advantage of the
plight of the repairing gangs ?  Are
the rabbits considertealy keeping within
bounds where the fence is broken down
at the watercourses, which 1 under-
stand the rabbits follow in the rainy
seasons ? Tt only requires a few rabbits
to get through at half a dozen different
places for the fence soon to be rendered
utterly useless. Another ohstacle in
the way of the success of the fence as a
rabbit-proof barrier is the existence of a
range of hills known as the Kennedy
range. For some reason, which has
not been explained, and which can
hardly be understood, the fence was
constructed on the c¢oast gide of this
range instead of to the eastward of it.
Experts say it is only & matter of time
till the rangs becomes a huge warren,
from which the rabbits will swoop down
upon the plain efter the rains at a tine
when the fonce is in the least satisfac.
tory state ol repair. In view of these
two conditions—the large nwmher of
creeks running across the fenco at right
angles, and the range of hills running
parallel to the fence—many persons
consider that the cffectiveness of the
fence as a bar to the .rabbits is lughly
problematical,

Mr. E. B. Johnsion:
responsible for that.

The board is
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Mr. GILCHRIST : For the monlent
[ am discussing the effectiveness of
the fence. We are offering to shoulder
the responsibility of the extra ex-
pense incurred through any mistakes
of the board, or of other porsons.
The Government officials have decided
that the fence will be effoctive, and the
repairing of the broken panels and the
ricking of the scections are in full swing.
For this the Government take upon them-
selves all the responsibility, and proceed
clearly understanding that they do so
without the sanction of the settlors. They
re-erect the fence at thoir own risk, and
I assure the Minister that we will resist
by all means at our disposal the attem)pt
to coerce us to continue a burdensome
local undertaking, which we have per-
sistontly announced our determination
to drop. The member for Northam
(Hon. J. Mitchell) said last year that
“the State is entitled to have thot
portion of its arca protected ;' and
I say that if the Government see
eea value to the State in the reten-
tion, of the fence then we have no objec-
tion whatover to their acting upon their
judgment. We hand over the fence to
thern free of cost of erection, but we
adhers to our previous resolve that we
will not be further responsible for its
upkeep. While the Bill is in Com-
mittee I shall submit an amendment
limiting the expenditure of money raised
by the collection of the rate to the pay-
ment of interest and sinking fund. 1f
that amendment is agreed to, I can
assure the Minister the passage of the
Bill will be expedited and tho Gascoyne
pecple will co-oporate with the Govern-
ment in putting the affairs of the Gas-
coyne fence upon a satisfactory footing.
Let me conelude by reading to the Houss
the resolution passed by the Cascoyne
pastoralists at a meeting so late ag June
lagt, upon which resolution we take our
stand—

At & represontative meeting of the
pastoralists of the CGascoyne district
it was resolved that the Covernment
be notified that unless they wish and
are prepared to carry on the main-
tenance of the rabbit fence as a
genera] charge against the State, they,
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the pastoralists, desire that the fence
be abandoned. They recognise the
responsibility of the expense of
erection and are prepared to pay
this ii reasonable time is allowed,
bubt protest strongly against any fur-
ther lability being incurred on their
behalf,

The MINISTER FOR WORKES (Hon.
W. C. Angwin—North-East Fremantle)
[10-25]: I congratulete the member for
Giascoyne on having put up a good
speech on & very bad case. It is well
known that this Bill has been brought
in with the object of validating past
action.  What the hon. member has
been speaking about is something in the
future. It has to be clearly realised
that a terrible blunder was made in re-
gard to the erection of the Gascoyne
rabbit-proof fence, though not alto-
gether in the menner described by the
member for Gascoyne. LIFrom expres-
sions of opinion which have been heard
in the Uhamber lately it would have
been thought that certain gentlemen,
when in control of the administration
of this State, and with large sums of
money to expend—amounting in this
particular instance to about £63,000—
would use the utmost care t0 ensure
that the Stoate was duly and properly
protected befors meney was either ex-
ponded or handed over to amy private
body for the purpose of being expended.
But what do we find here ? That £63,000
of the Stato’s money has been handed
over to a board not properly coenstituted,
a board constituted illegally and not
in agcordance with the provisions of the
Vermin Boards Act. That being so,
it has been found that some persons—
no matter if it was only fwo or throe—
availed themselves of the blander for
the purpose of relieving themselves
from payment of the rate which they
were and are entitled to pay. This
measure has been introduced for the
specific purpose of compelling those
persons who will not meet their just
liability, to come up to the scratch and
to pay in the same way as others have
paid who have shown themselves hon-
ourable men in that respect. Un-
doubtedly someone is responsible for
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the blunder. Who it is I do not know.
Porhaps, however, it would be just as
well for me to mention that the blunder
was committed before the present Gov-
ernment took office ; so that we do notf
make all the mistakes so far as Western
Australia is concerned, ‘The loss in this
instance is not a small one, either.
Mr. Robinson : There will be no loss.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:
There is-a decided loss,

Mr. Robinson: You will get every
penny back.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:
That is all we waat. Without the passage
of this Bill, however, it will be & matter
of impossibility to enforee payment.

Mr, Gilchrist: We will help you to
pass the Bill if you agree to the amend.
ment.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:
I am indeed pleased to hear the hon,
member say that. It shows that the
action of the Grovarnmant in introduoeins
this Bill for the purpose of wvalidating
the rate is justified, and is necessary for
the protection of the State. Realising
that the position is such, it is not neces-
sary for me to take up the time of hon.
members any further. .

Mr. ROBINSON (Canning) [10-30]:
I have taken some pains and trouble to
ascertein for myself the exact position
in respect to this Vermin Board matter
which has been before the House on one
or two occasions. The frst time I heard
it I must confess I did not understand
the subject ; it was new to me, and
wmost of the speakers seemed to think
that the House knew all about it. I
have teken the trouble to inquire into
the matter, and I am satisfied that this
Bill is a proper Bill to meet the circum-
stances now, and I propose therefore to
support the second reading.  Before
doing that, however, there are one or
two matters that I think the House
should know. In the first instance,
when the rabbits were marching north-
ward, the request was that the fence
shoud be constructed oast and west.
The Government refused this request,
but directed that & district should
be fenced. When I turn to the
Vermin Boards Act, 1909, I find that a
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district is defined as a road district.
The seitlers in the Gascoyne district
thercupon requested that a fonee should
bo constructed around the district, under.

standing that the fence would be
erected in accordance with the pro.
visions of the Vermin Boards Act

around the road board distriet. It is
in respect of that very matter that the
Minister isin & fix in collecting his rates.
Inztead of making a fence around the
road board district, as the Act provides,
he made a fence around about one-third
or half, or at any rate a smaller portion
than the road district.

The Minister for Works : That formed
the area.

Mr. ROBINSON: The consequonce
was that when the Board went into
court to sue, it found that the fence
was not constructed in accordance with
the Act, and it could not recover, aud
I do not think it can recover. To
start with, the action of the Board was
illegal, and the present Bill is to validate
what was done or care the mistake. By
fencing, or creating, which is o better
word, & smaller district than the road
district, a number of persons escaped
payment of *the rates. ‘The settlers
within the Road Board distriet should
have been included in that aren, and then
relatively there would have been a
smaller burden for each to bear. By
departing from the provisions of Scetion
6 of the Act, a much smaller area has
been included, in which there are only
36 sottlors, and those 306 settlers, instead
of ail those residing in the districs,
have becomse liable to pay the
whole cost of this fence and the
maintenance of it. Out of those 36
settlers, it appears that only one-third
—in actual figures only ll—have poid
their rates ; the remaining two-thirds,
or 25, have not paid any rates at all,
and the board was in this position, that
for the first two or three years, finding
that the payments to the sinking fund
and to the Government and for repairs
eame to more than they were receiving,
they levied successive rates of 2s. each.
The some old 11 paid wp. Still it
was insufficient to go round, and
another 2s. was levied. T every-
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one had paid ls. it would have
been sufficiont. In making these re-
marks, I am not casting any blame on
cither the old Government or the present
Government ; I am only reciting the
facts. The facts were that a 2s. rato
meant something like £8,80¢ per annwm
levied on 36 settlers, an enormous sum,
the largest tax that existed probably
anywhere in Australia. And [ am in.
formed by -some of those squattors
who are colled by the public wealthy,
that the tax they had to pay to this
Vermin Board was more than the in-
come tax they had to pay to the Stato
Giovernment, and of course 2s. per necre
wag even more than the rental they had
to pay. It would not have boen neces.
sary to levy this rate of 2s. from time
to time if unpaid rates had not been
allowed to accumulate. Arrcars were
permitted to accumulate from year to
year until they reached the huge sum
of £9,000.

The Minigter for Lands : Eleven thou-
sand pounds.

Mr. ROBINSON : No attempt of any
kind was 1nade until recently to re.
cover the money in arrears.

The Minister for Lands: You under-
stand wo had no power.

Mr. ROBINSON : True, but these are
the facts. No atternpt was made untit
recently to recover the arrcars. The
funds of the hoard have been gathercd
yearly, instead of from all the peoplo
liable to pay, from the eleven who regu-
larly did pay, and when money ran
short the eleven wers asked to pay
up again for the_reason of the ex.
travagance of the board in the up-
keep of the fence jwhich, by the way,
cost £10 per mile, when the Government
whom some people call extravagantg,
only spent 30s. o mile in the maintenanco
of their own fonece. An attempt wag
made to enforce payment of the rotes,
and thot attermpt only ecame along last
year, and for the lagt two sessions tho
Crovernment have sought to intreduce
o Bill to cure the difficulties, but so far
it has not succeeded in passing, mainly
because the position was somewhat ob-
scure, and members did not understand
it, and also bocause the members were
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‘afraid that poessibly it would only mean
a repetition of what had gone on before
namely, that the 11 men would be called
upon to pay the tax. I want now to
come upon & very peculiar feature. In
the year 1912, the Minister for Agri-
culture instructed the board not to
sue certain settlers, but to accept
promissory notes from those whom
he listed for this porpose, and he
instructed the board to sue the remainder.
I make bold to say that a more unjust,
unwarrantable, illegal action was never
taken by & Minister of the Crown. I
may say it was not the present occupant
of the office. Of course the Minister
had no authority whatever to interferc
with the discretion of the board, or
to say what men should be sued or what
men let off. It was the Minister's duty
to see that the board were not inter-
fored with, or if interfered with at all,
to make everybody pay their just duoos.
But he did interfere, and he issued
difecbivus Lo the DOArd that some were
to be let off by way of promissory notes.
These gontlemen gave their promissory
notes, not one of which has been met.
They were made for 12 months ; they
-might as woll have been made for 100
yvoars. The whole thing was utter-
ly illegal from start to finish, and the
procedure was grossly unjust.

Mr., O’Loghlen: Did the pastoralists
know that it was illegal, or did they give
their promissory notes in good faith ?

AMr. ROBINSON : I cannct say, but
it was grossly unjust fo those not al
lowed to give promissory notes and who
were threatened with logal proceedings.

The Minister for Works : Did they all
have an opportunity to give promis-
sery notes ?

Mr. ROBINSOXY : No
was made out. It is an extraordinary
position, and the present Minister will
find, ii he looks up the records, that
what I am saying is perfectly correct.
I have in my hand, over the signature of
the secretary of the board, a list of the
whole of the ratepayers to the Gas-
coyne Vermin Board, and in answer to
& question as to who were the privileged
few allowed to give promissory notes,
ho says—

a special list

105%

I cannot give the list of ratepayers
who have given promissory notes as
the letter of advice from the Depart-
ment of Agriculture was marked * con-
fidentinl.”  Perhaps if vou apply to
the department you will get it.

This is dated 22nd November, 1913
That state of affairs should not be al.
lowed to exist. I feel confident it could
not have arisgn under the hand of the
Minister who is now in office, for he
knows too much of the routine of office
to do soch a thing, That it did exist
should Dbe condemned by every hon.
member. 1t may be, and I helieve it
ig, quite impossible, owing to bad sen-
sons, for many of these men who gave
promissory notes to meet their obli-
gations. A payment of 25 in the pound
produces £8,800. A payment of ls. in
the pound would produce £4,400. Four
thousand pounds is amplo to provide
interest and sinking fund for the rve-
ﬂﬁf\"}‘f-;"‘"‘ of the £82 000, Tour hun-
dred pounds is ample to provide for the
administration of the board.  There-
fore, a rate of 1s. spread over a number
of years to repay the £66,000 will re-
coup the Covernment every penny of
the money. It has been said, T think
in an irresponsible way, and T challenged
the Minister for Lands when he made
the stntement, that certain of the Cas-
coyne pastoralists had rnpudmted “their
obligations.

The Minister for Lands : Vo ; I said
the department was repudiated, but_not
by the pastoralists themselves,

Mr, ROBINSON : However, the public
got the idea that these so-called wealthy
squatters had had £66.000 spent for
them, and would nof repay any of it.
On inquiry, 1 can find no evidence of
that at all. On the contrary, I find that
the pastoralists of that area have regu-
larly paid their duves”ycar after year
when these other 25 were let off.™ Let
me give this illustration : What would
beJthought of the Mayor of -Porth if
he issued instructions to his town clerk
that 111 men were to be"sued for their
rates because they were well off, while
250 other men who owed rates were to
be%allowed ~to giveJ their promissory
notes ? Who is the mayor of Perth
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that he should thus differentiate, and
who was the Minister for Agriculture
that he should dare do such a thing ?

The Minister for Works: It is very
often done by local authorities, and quite
right too,

Mr. ROBINSON : It is illegal, wicked
and wrong. I would make everybody
who could afford to pay pay. If, un-
fortunately, a man cannot pay, the
Government should take a reasonable

position in dealing with that man.
But there was secrecy about this. The
list was marked “ confidential.”  These

things should not be. The remedy is
quife simple. A little while ago the
Minister asked, ‘ 'What are you going
to do with the fence ?" I will ask, in
raply, ‘“how de we manage the No. 1
and No. 2 rabbit-proof fences”? The
country maintains  the rabbit.proof
fences to.day, and had the fence that
was requested been erected from Woora-
mel to the No. 2 rabbit proof fence,
the country would have maintained
it. But for some reason or another
the Minister for Lands had thought fit
not to do so.

Mr. G'Loghlen : He must have had
good. reasons ; it was Mr. Mitchell ; he
never makes mistakes.

Mr. ROBINSON : I do not know what
the reasons were. No doubt they were
quite sufficient. But we have the fact
that this fence has been built.  Again,
these pastoralists, good, bad and in-
different, hold their leases until 1928,
This being the position, what attitude
are the Government going to adopt in
rogerd to the leases ? The fence will in
1928 be the property oi the Government.
The Govornment are entitled to take that
-into congideration in the re-letting of
their properties. If the fonce is main-
tained until 1928 at the cost of the
squatter, it is obvious that in 1928 the
Government will be made & present of
the fence. I am sure they do not want
that. The squetter, I feel sure, has no
wish to evade one penny of his liabilities.
I have spoken with many of them, and
they are all aghast that such a sugges-
tion should be made. But they regard
this as an ordinary business proposition,
They say, °‘ Our leases expire in 1928,
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but if the Government are going to renew
them on the same conditions as now
obtain something may he said about
keeping the fence in repair, because it
will outlast the term of our lease, If the
Government are going to increase our
rents after 1928 is it a fair thing that they
should make this charge ! It is suffi-
cient for my purpose to say in conclusion
that if the squatters are willing to pay
principal and interest on their fonce
and repay to the Government the whole
of the £66,000 it matters little to the
squatters what becomes of the fence.
So far ns the Gjovernment ore concerned,
I would say that they, being the owners
of the fence, should make some¢ pro-
vision for maintaining it. It is quite
possible that at a round table conference
some via media might be found by which
the fence might be maintained, the
squatters be given additional time and
the question of the leases dealt with., If
recriminations are dropped, the squat-
ters recognised as an honourable body
and a proper heart to heart tallk were
held with the Minister without any side
issues being brought in the whole pro-
position could be settled on business
lines. T support the Bill. .
On motion by Mr. FLoghlen, debate
adjourned.
=

" House adjourned at 10-52 p.m.



